4 FRENCH CONVERT 
a ** rolation of the happy Corverfion of a 
Noble French Lady, 


FROM TH RE 


| Errors and Superſtitions ot Popery, to the 


REFORMED RELIGION 
j ] By means of a Proteſtant Gardener, her Servant. 
1 To WHICH IS ADDED. 


A f account of the ſevere perſecutions 0 
the French Proteſtants. . 


I pes 
Pi. ee =. MARTIN, Book-binder, and 
„book maker, No. 76, Wood'ſtreet, 
. London. b / 


* 


> $1. M0: Wer ER 
N CR NSA . > & GG 


K : Cory ofa LETTER 
SENT FROM 
A Farxch ProTtesTANT MixtsTeh in Faavce, 


To 


His Friend in London, with the 
following Relation. 


| My very good Friend, | 
j AVING received yours the 13th of A 
| pril, N. 8. I was not a little overjoyed 
| even in my ſuffering, to hear you are well ſet- 
Added in a country where you have the freedoin 
| of enjoying the exerciſe of the true religion; 
a thing to be valued above all other carth 
bleſſings; and not only that, bat I am m 
more glad to find you inform me, that /** 
climate ſo well agrees with you and yo fa- 
mily, that you have been healthful ev ſince 
vou departed from me and the reſt 


your 
dear friends here; tho' many of us /and par- 


ticularly myſc{f, labour under man) ſufkeriags 
and afflictions; T having (with many others) i” 
| A 2 lan- 
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CF I 
languiſhed a long time in priſon for the ſake 
of a good conſcience, aſſlicted with much fick- 
neſs, by reaſon of my cloſe confinement, which 
(bleſied be the name of God enabliag me) | 
have borne with patience ; though many have 
died uppitied of (their cruel perfecutors; yet 
the cry of innoccit blood may ia time make 


F I » . . _ 
them cry, “ How hard it is to kick againſt 


the pricks !” yet, my prayers are, that inſtead 
of ſending any tcartul judgment on theſe Po- 
piſh adverſaries, God would turu their hearts, 
eolighten their underſtandings, make them lee 
the errors of their ways, aud repent of the ma— 
ny evils they have done to the poor Croteſtants 
without any manner of cauſe or provocation 
to whom ihcir rage and malice extend even 
beyond death; tor they {till continue their 
old way of denying them Chriitian burial, 


N But, this is all our comfort, it matters not 


\ where our bodies lie, if fo be our ſouls are 1» 
'olded in Chriſt's arms. Yet, among the mi- 


"ics and threats of death, which } have un- 


gone in taking care of the ſpiritual welfare 
of Lyje that God has committed tomy charge, 
cant but be greatly comforted, when you 
tell me the French Proteſtant- church in Lag— 
land floxriſhes ; and the members ot it“ walk 
worthy 0f their calling,“ gaining by their in- 
offenſive way of living, a good repate amongſt 

| Alrangers; 
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ſtrangers; when in their native country, ſo 
much inhumanity appears towards thoſe of 
the Reformed profeſſion; for, the perſecution, 
J in many places, rages ſtill, by their empove- 
» riſhing of thouſands of families. But, not t 
be tedious to you, having nothiag left to ſen 
you but my good wiſhes and prayers, except. 
the incloſed account of a very ſtrange, but 
bleſſed alterition in the family of the Count 
Alanſon, a worthy nobleman, well known to 
„ yon. | have drawn it up upon the ſtricteſt 
inquiry into the truth of all the material cir- 
cumſtances, as well as my ſufferings, and ſpate 
time that the care of thoſe under my charge 
would permit; and ſend it to you as a token 
of my love, for the many kindacil:s 1 have re- 
ccived at your hands: that fo you might com- 
municate it to o:hicrs, and make it public, ut 
you ſec occaſion: that all may be mad» feu- 
ible of the wonderful goodeeſs of ALM iGHIT, 
Gop, and praile bim for the works he }jot 
_ unto the children of inen. Por the cert iy 
of what I have written, tho' I hive been o- 
| bliged, for method fake, to uſe a few eypret- 
| fions of iny own, you may firmly rely on my. 
integrity, who am always a w.li-wilner to Lhe: 
health of your ul and body. 


A. D'AuBORNs 
8 0 


> 
2 


T.H.E. ff 


8 
% \ 


—- 


I 
K 
* 


HN 


French Convert, &c. 


ton the 


17 N writing the following relition, where— 
n in 10.6 innocence and oppre« Hed ViI's 


tuc does ſo ennently triumph over all the „4 
rape and malice both of inen and devils, I (hall 1 


not ftucy to adorn my ſtyle wth flowers of 
rhetoric; but lead thee, by the cluc of truth 
into the adorable myſteries of Divine Pro 
dence, which are here diſpliyc in ſnch „fe- 
ries of wondlers 28 can ſcarce be pars}lcd. 
As an introduction to which, | will, a/Vittizs 
conſider, LOW the Divine goodnefs deF'ts to 
bring light ont of darkneſs, an! kes even 
the wicked qpnfound themſelves in ticir on 
devices, that, out of their evil de6griis, he may 


bring 
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|| bring good to paſs. For, as Joſeph's being 
[ | fold into Fgrpt, and there falſely accuſed of 
adultery, advanced him next to 2 throne, and 
turned to the ſhame of his accuſing miſtreſs 
and treacherous brethren, (tho', at the begin- 
ning, God meant it for good,) that he might 
| be inſtrumeutal to preſerve his father and his 
houſchold alive; and turned the mance. 
of the patriarchs into a bleſſing; io the 
miſeries and extraordinary ſuflerings of the 
noble lady, whoſe ſtory Jam going to recite, 
were made nſe of by Divine Providence, as. a 
means of te converſion of her huſband, pa- 
rents and many others, to the true religion 
which, as ſhe has often fince ſaid, has been a 
very awple and plorious recompence. But I 
ſhall not anticipate what, with more ſatisfac- 
tion, you will find in the relation itſelf; which 
ke as follows. 


Ix Britany, one of the faireſt provinces of 
W chere lately lived Count Alanſon, a 

Fr ſon of noble extraction, and of an eſtate 

| ſutgble to the greatneſs of his birth, and thoſe 
nodh qualities that enriched his mind. Who, 
being m lover of military actions, was caſily 
per ſuaded to ſerve the king in the wars; 
whicte, having an emineut command given 
him, be behaved himſelf with a bravery, that 
gained * 
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THE FIEK NH ConverRT. . 9 
gained him the admiration of h's ene mies, the 
love of his friends, and freſh honours of his 
king, who took particular notige of his great 
performances. But, in the intervals of two 
or three campaigns, he ca hi ens upon one 
Deidamia, a young lady of quivty, bot jafe- 
rior to himſelf in birth; who: benuty and 
virtue were cqually attractive: to her he made 
his addreſſes; and the equality of cheir birth, 
and the ſuitableneſs of their diſpoſitions, made 
bis conqueſt the more eaſy ; ſo that, ia a little 
time, they were contracted and married, to 
their mutual joy and ſatisfaction. | 
This happy couple having, for a whole 
winter, enjoyed the bleſſiag of each others mu- 


tual love and endearing affections, without the 


leaſt umbrage of any wierpoling cloud that 
might give any allay to their bappineſs— At 
length, the fpring came on, and the armies 
gathered together, ſummoned &4lanſon, from 
the repole he took in the ſoft embraces of his 


chaſte and loving wife, to the ſicld of war, to 


act his part again, upon that ſtage of honour, 
where he had already acquired ſo much repu- 
tation. But, he ncver ſcemed fo unwilling 
to court fame abroad, as now, ſince he mult 
of necellity, leave behind hiin the deareſt part 
of himſelf, „Ae had many ſtrugglings and 
combats in his mind, whici ſecmed to be di- 
= viced 
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vided between love and honour, He was th 


to leave his lady ; and yet unwilling to have 
his reputation ſullied. And theſe different 
paſſions in the mind cauſed ſuch an alteration 


in his countenance, that it wis taken notice 


of by his lady, who, not knowing the cauſe, 
was the more troubled at it; and, therefore, 
following him one day into the garden, whi- 


him to let her know what it was that troubled 


him; for ſhe had, for ſome time, ſhe ſaid, ob - 


ſeived he was diſquieted; but could not tell 
at what; and ſhe was fearfu!, ſhe might, tho” 
the knew it not, be the occaſion of it; adding, 
command me in any thing a wife can jukly 


do, I am all obedience. This tender carriage 


of his lady added freſh fuel to the fire of bis 
aflictions, and made him fill far more unwik 


ling to leave her. Wherefore cauling her to 
| fit down by him, he told her, ſhe was indeed 


the innocent occaſion of his trouble; for, her 
great love and tenderneſs to him had ſo enga- 
ged his heart to her in a reciprocal affection, 
that he knew not how to think of leaving 
her, though honour called him loudly to the 


held, His lady, when he talked of leaving 
| her, was hardly kept from ſwonning in his 
arnis, and could not forbear frying, What! 


muſt 


4 


ther he had retired to conſider with himſelf 
what he had beſt do; ſhe earneſtly preſſed 
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muſt we part then? ah wretched Deidamia! 
and, inftantly, ſhe fell a weeping. Her tears 
did ſo prevail upon the Count, that love bad 
now obtained an intire victory; and he reſol- 
ved to ſtay at home with Deidamia, and, 
therefore entreated her to dry up her tears 
and be comforted : for he had now come to a 
reſolution, rather to under;0 ſome hard cen- 
ſures for ſtaying at home, than by going to 
the camp, to leave bis dear Deidamia diſcon» 
folate. Theſe kind aſſurances of her huſ- 
baud gave her that fatisfaction which ſoon 
ſhewed itſelf in a chearful countenance; and 
the endearing expreſſions ſhe give the Count, 
on that occaſion, made him conclude, they 
were both happy in each others love. 1 

But, behold the inconſtancy of wordly hap- 
pineſs, and how little we can promiſe ourſelves 
of it here! we may, indeed, both purpoſe and 


reſolve, but we cannot ſecure ourſelves from 


diſappointments : the footſteps of Divine Pro- 
vidence are often hard to trace, Hence it is, 
that we are told by the inſpired penman, 
+ That the ways of God are in the deep, and 
his paths in the great waters, and his footſteps 
are not known.“ And, we ſee often, what- 
ever pleaſing proſpect of felicity we have in 


view, ſome unforeſeen occaſion, or ſudden 


turn of providence, deficoys it, and in a mo- 
ment 
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ment blaſts that happineſs which we had pror | 
miſed to ouzſelves for many years: and yet, 
theſe changes, to thoſe that fear the Lord, are 
ſo diſpaſed and ordered by God's Providence, 
that, in the end, they evidently. work together 
for their good. And thus it fell out in the 
inſtance before us: For, whilſt Alanioa and 
his Deidamia delighted in each other, and 
were both happy in their conjugal affection, 1 
an accident fell out, that put him under a ne- 
geſlity of going to the camp; which was, that 
a colonel's place, in the regiment of Picardy, 
being vacant, a relation of Alaaſon's at court, 
out of a too officious kindneſs, put the king 
in mind of the good ſervices of Alanſon, and 
defired his Majeſty to beſtow that vacancy up- 
on him: to which bis Majeſty, (being ſenſible 
pf his former bravery and good ſcrvice) rea- 
dily conſented, and ordered his comqiiſſi an 
to be ſent to him; which was done according- 
ly. When Alanſon received this commiſſion, 
from the pur ſuivant who brought it, he gave 
him a generous reward for his pains; but was 
not very well pleaſed, either with the new ho- 
pour his Majeſty had given him, nor with his 
Kkinſman's too officious kindneſs in procuring 
it; becauſe it put him under a neceſſity of 
parting from his lady; Which: gave him a ve- 
| fy ſenſible diſpleaſure: But knowing; that vy. | 
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THE FRENCH CON VERT. 13 
his commiſſion he was engaged too fer for a 


retreat, his care was how to make his Deida— 


come news that had been brought him. 


mia as eaty as he could: and, therefore, calling 
her to take a turn with him in the garden, 
and leading her 1ato an arbour covered with 
jeſſamine, he thus began to tell her the unwel— 
iy 
deareſt Deidamia, let me conjure you not to 
be troubled at what lam now going to tell 
vou, but, if you will oblige me, do it by ſhews 
ing your retolution ad fortitude of mind; 
and yet, I cannot but own, that our relotves, 
like the little heaps of ſand, are quickly brought 
to nothing : but, the d.crees of Heaven, like 
the foundations of the earth, are fixed for ever. 
It was, in this very arbour, my dearcit Deid 1- 


mia, that I refolved to {tay at home wth thee, 


and not return to the campaign in Flanders; 
and, I appeal to him who knows my heart, 
how firmly I intended: but, tee here, how I 
am forced againſt my will to break my refolue 
tion; (and, with that, ſhewed her the com- 
mithan the king had ſent hin to be colonel 
of the regiment ol Picardy) and, now you fee, 
my Deidamia, the neceſſity that lies upon me 
to leave you tor a time; but, though our bo- 
dies be divided, we will have one ſoul and 
love, whillt Providence denics us to live to- 
gether. Aud, whilit I in the field am fighting 
B wh for 
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for my country, you ſhall ſtay here and pray 
for my ſucceſs: and if it pleaſes God that I 
return, (which I do not doubt at all; for 
Heaven, I am ſure, will hear your es 
prayer,) it will be a new addition to my joy, 
10 lay thoſe laurels, 1 ſhall win in battle, at 
Deidamwia's feet, Poor Deidamia heard this - 
heavy news with a ſad heart; but anſwered, 
with piety and prudence worthy herſelt, That, i 
fiince what ad happened was not of his ſeck= _. 
ing, but what the providence of God bad cal- 
led bim to, ſhe thought it was her duty (tho? 
{the could hardly do it without reluctance) to 
acquieſce in the Divine ditpotal of human ac- 
tions, aud, would endcavour to ſtifle her re- 
lentments, rather than give him any farther 
trouble, Alanfon, being no leſs pleaſed with 
Deidamia's prudence, than her kind affection, 
which he expieſſed by ſeveral tender things 
he told her, applied himſelf to the getting rea- 
dy of his cquipage, in order to his departure; 
and then, ftelthug the affairs of his family, or- 
dered Antonio his chaplain, who was a friar 
of the order oi St. Frances, to ſay a ſolemn 
$31: 24s for Lis luiccels in the field, and the pro- 
tection of his lady and family in his abſence; 
Secommeriding his deareſt Deidamig, to the 
cane Of Antonio his Chaplain, and Fronovius 
Ris Re u ard to his houſchold, itt theſe words: 
66 * To 
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& To your care, in my abſence, I recommend 
the ſafety and welfare of my beloved lady, 
the moſt virraous and loving of wives: and 
charge you, as you expect to anſwer to God 
and me, bs obedient to all her commands 
comfort and cherith her in her ſolitude, and 
ſee that all my doineſtics pay the like exact re- 
ſpeas.” This, and much more, they faithful» 


ly promiſed to obſ-rve. Thea giving liberally 


to cach ſervant, and having notice that his e- 
quipage was ready, and divers gentlemen on 
horfeback waited to accompany him, he took 
his ſolemn leave of his dear Deid imiaz whoſe 
ſad preſaging heart was overcome with grief 
to that degree, that ſhe could only ſpeak theſes 
few prophetic words: “ 4h, my dear lord, 
miy heaven pi*vent my fears! Bur my poor 
heart forebodes, that this will be a long and 


fatal parting.” To which the Count replied, 
Do not caſt down thylelf, dear D.idamia, by 


the indu ging of ſuch melanchoiy fancies; but 
aſlure thyleif, I will haſten my return as mung 
as poſſible, and I will fend to you as often 4s 
I can, And, in the mean time, ſhall commit, 
you to the protection of the Almighty, tie 
bleſſed virgin-mother, and all the holy fai-:ts 
and angals;“ and ſealing his affection on her 
lips with gentle kiſſes, he took his leave of her 
and e not thinking he had left an 

B 2 innocent 
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16 TAE FRENCH CoONnNveRT. 
innocent dove to the Protection of two raven- 
ous vultures. 
It is not much to my purpoſe to tell you, 
how well he was received at the head of his 
command by the duke of Luxemburgh, or 


What brave exploits his courage carried him 
through; fince neither fame, nur the public 


news from Paris, have becn wanting to ſpeak 
his commendation. I, therefore, omit it, (un- 
leſs, in ſome paſſages, where it will, in the 


thread of this amazing relation, be neceſſiry 
to mention ſome particulars) and {hall conti-— 


nue with the forrowtui Deida nia, who, after 


his departure ſeemed to have banithed all co n- 


fort from her bieat; all that ſhe found was 
in her devotious and prayers to Almighty 
God, for his protection and fats return, great- 


ly affecting ſolitude; and, as much as ſhe 


could, avoiding the viſits of divers ladies, who 
(as they taid) came to make her merry, and 
divert her melancholy; ſhe being very well 


beloved, both by the nobility and gentry, for 


her comely carriage, mod-it behaviour, tweets 
nels and affabili y of temper. 

In the cool of the day, ſhe uſually made it 
her bulincſs to retire into her garden, penſive 
and alone; it being, by the care andeliligence 


of the gardener, kept and ordere,i like another 
Pparadiſe, ſtored with vaſt varikty of choice 


plants 
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plants and flowers, adorned with pleaſant foun - 
tains and ſeveral delightful arbours {hiJed o- 
ver with intertwining jeſſamine, in which {he 
and ber abſent lord had paſſed ſome joyful as 
well as {ad hours; and, at the remembrance 
of them, would ſadly weep, then pray {accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the Papiſts, who allow 


praying to ſaints) to the tuteliry ſaints for his 


protection: And fo, drying up her tears, would 
walk thence again, taking but little reſt 1a a- 
ny place. But, one time paſſing by a hed of 
tulips, ſhe eſpied Bernard her gardener (tor ſo- 
he was called) buſy in watering them, and e- 
retiog ſuch as declined their drooping heads. 
occaſioned by the heat of the ſun's too ſcorch- 
ing beams. She had often, in this man, ob- 
ſerved a harmleſs native innocence, accompa- 
nied with acute ingenuity z and indeed a g r- 


dener, who underſtands his bulineſs as he 


ought to do, muſt be an ingenious man) and, 
therefore, imagined, it might adminiſter ſome 
advantage to her, to hold diſcourſe with him 
in what related to the myſteries of gardening ;. 
thinking it no undervaluing, though he was 
her menial ſervant, ſince ſhe had often read, 
That “kings, princes and. other great and 
wife meg, had voluntarily become of this oc- 


cupation: Thit Adun, wacu governor of alt 


the world, was employed in it by Go him, 
SE | felt zn 
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ſelt ;* 80 that, coming cloſe to him whilſt his 
hands were buaed at his worl, the man, by 


his ear, (118 back being towards her,) being 


informed of ſumcbody's approach, ſuddenly 


itirted up, and, fleeing his beautiful lady near 


him, was a little ſurpriſed, and would have 
retired, to give her the more freedom in her 
walks; but ſhe prevented him by faying, 
„ Bern rd, pray do not lit me hinder you in 
your buſineſs. I come on purpoſe to obſerve 
your dexterity in gardening. I fee you mind 
it with a juſt diligence though your lord is ab— 


ſent.“—“ Madam,” replied he,“ I beg your 


ladyſhip's pardon, in that I tell you, Il am no 
cye-ſervant; as weil knowing, I muſt give 
an account to G04, as well as to man, it 1 am 
neghgent in what I promiſe to pertorm and 
am intruſted with,” Deidamia ſtood furpriſed 
at his plein but ingenuous reply, aud changing 
ſomewhat the manner of her diſcourſe, alke 

him divers quettions about the virtues, natures, 


qualities and productions of flowers and plants, 


CC, in all which, he fitisſi d her to her ac mis 
ration; by Which ſhe perceived hich better 


l.arned in the myſteries of nature than ſhe 
expccted from one of his proteilion. And to 


be brief, ſhe often held ſuch indocens,conver— 


lation with him, when, at any 1 5 {he found 
him buſy in the garden, beiag much delight» 
ed 
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ed to hear him diſcourſe, how much of the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God might be leirned 
from the works of creation; for he had a par- 
ticular faculty of ſpiritualizing is employment, 
and making his buſineſs ſerve, like Jacob's lide 


der, to carry him from earth to heaven. Wnich 
ſometimes cauſed her to tefl S, that this man 
was ſomething more than he appeired to be; 


(in which indeed ſhe was not much miſtaken *) 
ſo that, entertaining 2 good opinion of him, 
ſh- ordered his lodging to be chaoged for a 
better, and his courte and ho:nely commons to 
be enlarged above what was uſual to thoſe of 
his profeſſion and degree. 

But now Antonio the chaplain, however he 
had appeared like a faint to his in aſter, began 


"to thew himfelf a devil to his miſtreſs; and 


too plainly hewed bis cloven foot. Though 
above fifty yerrs of age, he ind, for ſome time, 
harboured luſtful delires towards the fair Vei— 
damia; aud now reſolved to attempt her chaſs 
ſtity. And, tho' her virtue and ſpotleſs chaſtity 
might very well have kept him from purſuing 
his unclean defires, yet, he flattered himtelf 


with hopes of obtaining his end, by corrupting 


the judgment: In which, he fourd himſelf very 
much mſtaken, as the ſequel will declare: 
For the Divpe goods had a fariher work 
to do for Deidamia, who, being altogether ig- 

porant 
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norant of what this wretch deſigned againſt 


her honour, frequented her beloved garden as 


ſhe uſed to do; and one evening hearing the 
gardener® reading in a lonely arbour, where 
he thouzht himſelf fecure (for he had induſ- 
trioully concealed his being a Proteſtant from 
any of the family) her curioſity to hear him, 
made her draw nigh ſo ſoftly that he could 
not hear her: He was then reading the firſt 
chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans, from the 
20th to the end of the 23d verſe, viz. *© For 


the viſible things of him from the creation of 


the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood 

by the things that are made, Even his eternal 
power and Godhead; ſo that they are with- 
out excufe: Becauſe that when they Knew 
God, they glorificd him not as God, neither 
were thankfal. but became vain in their ima- 
ginations, and their fooliſh' heart was darken- 
ed, Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they be- 
came fools: And changed the glory of the 
uncorruptible God, into an image made like 
to cori uptible man, and to birds, and fours 
footed beaſts, and creeping things,” 

Having thus far proceeded, ue pauſed, and 
with his eyes lift up to heaven, gave glory 
unto God, that He had preſerved him blaine» 
leſs from theſe offences againſt his divine ma- 
jeſty which through ignorance add ſuperſtition 

had 
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had overſpread the greateſt part of Europe. 
„ 0 Lord! (continued he) l hu nbly beſeech 
thee, as | have already ſuffered perſ-cution for 
thy name's ſake, and for te fk. of a good 
conſcience, ſo never let me depart from the 
Ways of thy truth, to change thy incorruptible 
glory into an image nage like to curuptible 
man:“ and, when he had ſaid this, tears 
* ſtood in his eyes; and his words were ſucceed- 
ed by ſighs. : 

Deidamia, who had all this while attentive» 
ly liftened, found ſomething in her mind that 
made a iuiden uneaſy alteration, and thought 
to hive gone away undiſcovere; but, then 
again her zeal for the Roymith religio, which 


V * ſhe thought he had reproached by deteſting 
— i nage worſhip, carried her fo fir, that ſhe re- 
; 1 ſolved to give hin a Hhirp reprimand, left he 
of 4 p-rfiiting turtger, until dif overed by others, 
might ruin hinſelf; though her goodneſs and 
== gentle nature was not for working him any 


injury by revealing it, But, never was nan 
more ſurprited, than Bernird, when he ſaw 
|} her, whom, at that time of the day, he lictle 
| ſuſpected, as not being utual; yet, collecting 
his {c1:tered ſentes, he aroſe from his ſeat, and 
withal aygeavourcd to hide his Bible under 
his coat, rs th! had been newly come, 
and might ukitnher have heard him read, nor 
ſeen 
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ſeen his Bible; but ſhe, in a frowning man- Þ 


Ji. TAs 
Jl! ner, contrary to the wonted ſweetneſs of her ha 
ql temper, commanded him to deliver it to her, po 
N ll; that the flames might conceal. his fault; and 91 
| i told him, ſhe would not for that time diſcover lit 
1 | his being converſant with a book fo ſtrictly, by the t 
church, forbid to the laity ; for (continued the) m 
If it is enough that we believe as the church be» |, 


I. 
lieves, without farther diſpute, or puzzling Ji. 
ourſelves with thoſe ſcruples and niceties, g 
which, in all probability, we may make a falſe b 
conſtruction of, and wreſt even thoſe Scrip- ii 
tures, that are the rule of our faith, to our a 
| own damnation. t 
1 | This (mart diſcourſe, and the frowns in the 4 
| fair Deidamia's countenance, did not, in this " 
caſe, ſo much daurnt Bernard, as, in another 
of leſs concern, it might have dove; but, with 2? 
ſome aſſurance, he replied, © Ah, madam! I * 

0 

I 


— 
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little thought of being ſurpriſed by you at my 
devotion 3 but, fince I am, I cannot grant 
what you demand; rather you may command 5 
my body to the Hines, and as a willing mar- 


9 g tyr 1 will tooner go, than betray the caule of q 
God, in whvering up. is holy-word to be 
conſumed; in which are coutained altthings ne- [ 
| cCeſlary to ſalvation: And it would he in me an 
' apphient contempt O. that talv ation, {hould I 1 
| voluntuiliy, or rough tear, cad it from me. 4 


AS 
4 
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As to your ſaying, madam, that the church 
I as prohibited the laity the uſe of this ſacred 
book, eſpecially in a known tongue, I ey 
Isranted it; but, O moſt virtuous lady! you 
er little know their policy in that; it is not that 
he they fear or care what miſconſtructions men 
le) make of it; but, becauſe, it is like arrows in the 
be- daes of a ane; ſtrong againſt their worldly 
intereſt, plainly diſcovering their errors and 
es, i e groſs idolatrics” He would have proceeded ; 
iſe dor the heat of zeal prompted her haſtily to 
ip* | interrupt him, ſaying, Surely Bernard, you 
are diſtracted, or elſe, what is worie, a here- 
Ie, : I took you to be wiſer, and more reaſon- 
able, when 1 diſcourſed with you the other 
Lay. * Truly, madam,” replied, © as for 
my being in my right ſenſes, I bleſs Almighty 
th God, he has in his mercy hitherto continued 
4 them to me; aud for my being a heretic, par- 
ny don me, if St. Paul anſwers for me, when he 
at Was accuſed before Felix, ſaying,“ „But this 
nd 1 confeſs unto thee, after the way which they 
ar- all hereſy, ſo worthip I the God of my fathers, 
of PFhbelicving all things which are written in the 
be law and the prophets.” Upon this, Deidamia, 


ne- Who, by nature, was all goodneſs, gentleneſs 
an fand affabi began to moderate her anger, 
11 6 nd to conſide a little what he had taid ; yet 
de. Maher zeal for the religion ſhe profeſſed, made 
As | her 
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her mildly rebuke him, and lay before him the 
danger he was in if his opinion was diſcover— 
ed; bidding him be cautious and wile in what 'H 
he did; though for her part, he need not 
* fear, bat ihe would lock up what ſhe had diſ- F 
covered in her breaſt, and it ſhould paſs no i 
farther; and fo departing left him in ſome F 
confuſion. 2 
Deidamia, retiring to her chamber, began # 
to confider what had paſſed, and remembered “. 
ſhe had often wept in her tender years, when 
ſhe heard the crucltics ti Roman Catholics 
uſed towards the Hugonots or Proteſtants in 
France; and diſapproving of their perſecutiag 
ſpirit, as not of God, whoſe chiefeſt attributes 
are mercy, tender compaſſion, and forgivenels: 1 
when, on the contrary, ſhe found thoſe who 
made religion ſo much their boaſt, ſo very 
cruel, that, far from the inſtance of our Sa- 
viour's refuſing to call for fire from heaven 
to conſume thoſe that had injurioully and de- ; 
ſpitefully uſed him, they made their very wor- 
ſhip and devotions a ſnare, to. bring thoſe un- 
der their cruel handlings, who had in no wiſe |, 
offended them, but in being feparated from 
them, and moving according to the dictates L 
of their conicience. She had ligewiſe obſers | 4 
ved the harmleſſneſs and inofinfive manner 
of living in the perſecuted ; and often ſhewed | 
ſome | 
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ſome diſlike of the looſeneſs and unchriſtian 
practices of the perſecutors: ſo that, although 


{ ſhe had a good opinion of the Romiſh religion, 


as having been brought up in it from her in- 
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dener to 


fancy; yet ſhe had not ſo of many of the pro- 
feſlors of it, who apparently derogated from 
the ways of virtue, and ſeemed to encourage 
vice. 155 | 

This wrought ſome labourings in her mind, 
through the gracious operation of the Holy 
Spirit; and, in her night-thoughts, more ſe- 
riouſly reflecting on many tings, and parti- 
cularly on the gardener's expreſſion out of St. 
Paul's words to Felix the governor, inferring 
from thence, That it muſt be the ſincerity of 
the heart towards God, more than the ſhew, 
or outward name, or profeſſion of any religion, 
that renders the perſon acceptable in his fight, 
In the midſt of theſe cogitations and debates 
within herſelf, ſhe found ſomething (as it were 
by an over-ruting power,) ſtrongly moved her 


co a deſire of farther converſiag with Bernard, 


about the fundamentals of his religion; which, 
by the Popiſh prieſts, as well in their pulpits, 
as private converſation, had been repreſented 


ſo odious, damnable, and to be deteſted. 


The morning no ſooner ſummoned the gar- 
This flowers and plants, and per- 
form his uſu taſk, in watering and ordering 

C tkem; 
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them; but Deidamia, who had taken little reſtt 
that night, aroſe; and, having performed her 
oriſon, then refrethed herſelf with a moderate t 


1ctcCctiCn, tock an oppor:unity, between that x 5 
and dini.er-time, to enter the garden privately, -_ 
at a coor from her apartment; and, to ſkreen _. * 


the better what ſhe intended from prying 
eyes, took divers turns and gathered poſies of 
flowers; then tanning herſelf, as if the heat 
cftended her, and paſting mavy winding alleys *; * 
overipread with pleaſant ſhades, ſhe came to“ 
the before-mentioned arbour, and again fur- 0 
priſed the gardener in his meditatio'!, The 
man was not under any conſternation. at her 
coming; but, riſing and bowing low, would © 
have departed cut of good manners, to give 
her the jole freedom of that pleaſant bower: 
but ſhe laid her commands on him to ſtay, 
ſaying, She had conſidered of his former diſk _ 
courſe, and had made it her buſineſs to find 
him out, that be might give her ſome better 
reaſon for the opinion he held than yet he had 
done. 

His modeſty and the bumble thoughts he 
conceived of himſelt would ſcarce give him 
leave to fit down, tho? ſhe often commanded 
him ſo to do; but, at laſt he complied; and 
then ſhe aſked him, upon what . dujν, and 
foundation the baſis of his By An was fixed? 

Gard. 


1 in the miſioterpreting the Scripture, and fall 


our communion to meddle with them ; 


the 
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Gard. It is fonnded on the Scriptures of 
ld and New Teſtament, which were 


1 written by men inipired by the Holy Ggoſt, 


and given for our inſtruction and learning, 
Ie is only the word of God that can warrant 


the truth of any profeſſion in religious mat- 


ters; and that we Proteſtants (through Go.i's 
* afiiſtinc-) labour to conform and live up to. 


9 


#5, 
a ; 
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Deidamia. Ay; but you may b2 miſtaken 


into groſs hereſies, as our church charges you; 
and, therefore, has ſtri ly forbid the Hity of 
Tet, 


like weapons put into the hands of idiots, or 
»madmen, they iajure themſelves and others: 


44 > 
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4 | thereby . 


Gard. Ah! lady, {hall I be free, and deal: 
plainly with you ia this point? 

Deid. With all my heart. Let me hear 
what you Can {ay to anſwer to it? 

Gard, All Scriptures are given for our 
learning. God is willing we ſhould know 
his revealed will, that we may be the better 
enabled to perform it. St. Paul commends- 
the Beræans, and. calls them noble, becauſe 
they ſcarched the Scriptures, to lee whethe r 
the thi hey heard were ſo or nv; and 
we have may commands for this: as Ifaiah 
xxxiv. 16. Seek ye out of the book of the 
WY C4 Lord, 
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Lord, and read.“ Acts xvii. 11. They 
were more noble in that they ſcarched the 
Scriptures daily.” Col. in. 16. Let the 
word of Chriſt dwell in you richly.” 2 Tim. 
iii. 18. From a child thou haſt known the 
holy Scriptures.” Eph. vi. 17. © Take the 
helmet of ſalvation, and the (ward of the Spi- 


rit, which is the wordof God,” There are ma- 


ny others, that I might mention; which are 
to be found in the Scriptures ; and tis not 
commanded to ſome, but to all that leck ſal- 
vation. | 

Deid, Certainly, if our church had ſeen 
this fit, they would not have denied it ; but, 
being dangerous to the ſouls, it ougat to be 
reſtrained. 

Gard. It is, indeed, dangerous to break 
God's commandments, and to teach men ſo 
to do; and to make the word of God of none 


effect by human tradition. We know the 


woes Chriſt pronounced againſt the Phariſees 
tor theſe DES: 


Deid. Why! Who are guilty of this? The 
church of Rome, the holy catholic church, as 


it has in many ages been ſtyled, is not ſurely 


tpotted with ſuch crimes ? 
Gard. ! wiſh I could lay it was Hot; but, 
it is deeply guilty : as, in many ſother parti · 


culars ſo molt eminently in this, That it pro- 
fe ſſes 


gainſt it.“ 
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feſſes, no man is obliged to receive the Scrip- 
tures as the word of God, or to believe any 
of it, but from the teſtimony of your church; 
and, to awe men to ſuch a belief, threats of 
damnation are uſed, as well as the magiſtrates' 
ſwords, and cruel torments by inquiſitions 
and, indeed, it is not done without ground: 
This is done to hinder prying into their groſs 
idolatries, errors, and ſuperſtition, derogatory 
to the Scriptures and expreſs command of 
God. 20 
Deid. Sure you are beſide yourſelf! nor 
cin, prove this; but, being fallen from the 
church, do this only in prejudice and ſpite, 
to lay a {tain upon its virgin-innoceace. 
Gard. No. It is apparent from the word of, 
God, and even from reaſon itſelf, in thoſe 
that will conſider, and are not blinded with 
ignorance; which your church, in her ſenſe, 
truly [ſtyles © the mother of devotion.” 

Deid, Can any ſuch thing be in a church 


that is infallible? and, to prove that it, is ſo, 


it is ſaid to be built upon St. Peter. He is 
the rock ſpoken of; and this rock doth, to- 


gether with St. Peter, include his ſucceſſors. 


And the church built on this rock (united to, 
and builtgypon the Pope) is iafallible: Por, ic 
is ſaid, © The gates of hell {hall not prevail a» 


C 3. | Gard: 


foundations; ſaying, I am ot Paul, another 
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9 

Gard. Pardon me, lady, if I fay, there is 
no agreement among the church men about 
this infallible judge; ſome will have it the 
Pope; ſome a general Council, and others 
both; none of your writers have yet conclu- 
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ded on it. However, thefe words are pervert- 
ed; for, it is probablz, tat not St. Peter's 
perſon, but his doctrine or cont. ſſion concerns» 
ing Chritt, 1s the rock upoa which the church 
is built. Scripture is the beſt interpreter. It 
is not Peter, but Chriſt, thit is the founda- 
tion of the church. Here in my Bible, you 
may fee, Iſa. xxviii. 10. compared with 1 Pet. 
li. o, 7, 8 which you may pleaſe read [which 
ſhe did]. It is moreover expreſsly ſaid, 1 Cor. 
Iii. 11. Other foundation can no man lay, 
than that is Lad, whica is Jeſus Chriit.” And 
this is the more conliderable; becaulc he ſpzaks 
azaialt thoſe that made the apoſtles to be the 


of Apollos, or Cephas;“ and if this is ſpoke 
of Peter, no more 1s ſaid of him here, than 1s 
ſpoke ot all the prophets and apoſtics, Eph. ii. 
20. Aid arc built upon the foundation of 
the apoſties and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt hamſeif 


being the chietconcr-ttone.” 
Deid. Well, lam not much learget in this 
| eker can 
you 


myſtery 3 but, pray, what, as e. 
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170⁰ aſſign in our worſhip, or any other thing 


he church holds as abſolutely neceſſiry? 


Gard. The paying divine adoration to an zels 


1 and faints, expreſsly con'rary to God's com- 
'B mands, and derogatory to his honour, who a- 
lone ought to be worſhipped in heaven and 
Z earth; and to worſhip. any other, either ſaint 
or angel, or any creature, is idolatry, and a 
breach of the ſecond commandment 


Deid. Nay ? not too haſtily: we do not 


f q worſhip the angels and ſaints as God, with the 
> higheſt worſhip which is only proper to God; 


but, with an inferior kind of religious worthip, 


+ that they may preſ-at our ſuppucations to 


him. 

Gard. There is no interceſſor or mediator 
but Chriſt J-fus, who is appointed to pertorm 
that office. James 1. 5. © It any of you lack 
wiſdom, let hin aſk of God,” &c. neither of 
ſzints nor angels. Come to me,” ſuth our 
Saviour, “and I will in no wiſe caſt you out.“ 
„This free invitation ſh<ws us, he alone was to 


(; 1 our petitions, and preſcat them to his 


Father. There is alſo image: worſhup brought 
cunningly by prieſis to gain worldly advan- 


tage; and pretended miracles, to draw the ig- 


norant bampay their devution- more at oue 
place than & another, impoſed on. the iguo- 


rank 


\ 
22 THz FRENOH CoNnvERT:. 
rant for lucre's ſake. I could ſay much more; >" 
but I fear to offend von. 4 b 


Deid. No; you do not : But let us cone 1. 
nearer to ke main controverſy. What think 
you: of tranſubſtantization? Is not Chriſt cor- 
porally preſent in the ſacrament ? 8 

Gard. It is a miſrepreſentation of our Sa- h. 
viour's works; for, if he had ſo meaned as 15 


the church of Rome holds it, when he broke 

the bread, he muſt have held himſelf in his *» 
own hands, and eat himlelf ; yet ftill fit whole It 
and entire at the table. Bis whole body muſt >] 
be in the mouth of every communicant at #c 
once; and, that body, in millions of places, 
at one time, broken and unbroken, and be 1 
futj:& to putrefaction; and, therefore, the 

+1 


words, „his is my bodys'”. doth import, 
his dotli ſignify my body :” And, upon 1 
the ſame account, our Saviour is called, a EZ 
Door, a Rock, a Vine: Yet, to believe he was: | 
turned into any of thoſe, none can be ſo void 
of underſtanding. And, therefore, when he 
broke the bread, and gave the cup, he did is 
only, that, when Chriſtian congregations were 
met, on ſolemn occaſions, to celebrate his wor- 
ſhip, they ſhould do it in remembrance of him, 
until his coming in glory at the day; as 
the immediate words explain. fra, it is ab. 
ſurd, to believe chat the prieſt's uttering a fe- 
Words 
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1 words over a wafer, can make it a God, or 
4 that body offered on the crois. 
ne 3 Deid. You amaze ne! Bat, pray, what do 
nie | „een hold about purgatory? *s there ſuch a 
"r= place, where ſouls are to en ſure their purga- 
Mons after death, that go not immediately to 
a- be wen, and by maſſes and prayer may be re- 
as. Peaied ſooner or later? 
A Gard. It is a tradition lately brought in, and 
with it hath brought much iacreaſ. of wealth 
le to the church, The word of God allows on- | 
t ! ly heaven for thoſe who ſhall be made veſſels | 
at Jof mercy; and hell for thoſe Whole fins have 
3s 1 provoked him to calt them down to thoſe diſ- 
DE mal regions ot forrow and cternal wo; no | 
e- | prayers. after death being aviuiladle. 
: Deid. Theſe notions are as new as ſtrange | 
to me, Have you any authentic proof of | 
| this 2+ 
Gard. Yes. The revealed will of God is 
ſicre] prof beyond all denial. Luke xiv. 
& 23. © lhe rich inan in hell litt up his eyes, 
being in torments.”—* They ſhall fic down 
with abraham, Iſaac aud Jacob, in the king- 
dom of heaven: but the other ſhall be caſt. 
into utter darkneſs, wuere ſhall be weeping 
and gaa 
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| e N tecth.” —** He tnat beliecveth 
. ſhail be ſaved} and he that believet i not thall 


5 be damned, Here there is no ſuch thing as 
; PERS | purgatory 
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in this opinion? bf 


Gard. in my younger years | was ; bat, ö 
through mercy, being nade ſ(enſible by the 


purgatory to be found. It is only the blood © 
of Chriſt that purgeth us from our fins, and * 


2 


—— 


from all uncleannets of fleſh and ſpirit, to pre- 3 
ſent our ſouls blameleſs and unſpotted to ” A 


Father: By this | underſtind thoſe that die 


the Lord need not our prayers; and, hee 2 


that die in their ſins, no prayers can avall; 
for, © in the grave, there is no repentance“— 
« As the tree fills ſo it muſt he, whether it ; & 
falls towards the north or towards the iouth 3 “ 
where it falls there it muſt lie.” There are 
only two extremes, north and ſouth, no mid- 
dle way, or purgatory for it to fall in—* And 
as denk leaves us, ſo judgment will e 
find us.“ | | bl 

He would have proceeded ; but ſhe . 3 
him, laying, Pray, how long have you been 4 


Gard, Ever ſince God was pleaſed to en- 2 


lighten me with his grace, to be attentive co 


his holy word, and to be guided by it. 4 
Deid. Was you ever then of the church ok 
Rome? 18 *. 


Scriptures of the corruptions and errors of 

that church, by the afliſtancę of awortay di- ö 
vines, | hope, with St. Paul, „Nothing thull 2 
be able to ſeparate me from the love. of Gad | i 
Walch 
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Lich is in Chriſt Jeſus.” I will not offend 
Pour lady ſhip*s chaſte ear with the hiſtory of 
1 the debauckerics ard wicked lives of divers 
-Þ..c.. and moſt of the clergy 3 but will pray 
his Jo heaven to defend you from either luſt or 


od | 
nc 


10 revenge. And ſince I have, by a free confeſ- 
Oe Pon, put my life in your band, I humbly {ubs 
ail; mit it to your goodneſs to 

— 5 H- re again the interrupted him, and des 
T it, manded, © Why the religion he profeſſed was 
th; called Tas Ports TAN T RELIGION 2” 

are 


To which he replied: As for being fo called, 


nid- it is to diſtinguiſh it from that of the Romiſh. 


And It came from ſeveral princes aud cities in Ger» 
ediy many, who, upon the preaching of good men, 
and their exemplary lives, proteſted againſt 
pped Yb uſurpations of the Romiſh church and its 
been errors. That was no new doctrine z but 
Ithe truth of primitive Chriſtianity confelled, 
en aſſerted and purged from the corruptions of 
ve co popery, taking the revealed will of God for 5 
Its guide. 
ch of | oy W At th. Deidamia pauſed a while —and, then 
taking his Bible, looked over the ſacred proofs 
but, Zhe had turned down in order; and her co- 
the jour went and came fo, that he eaſily perceived 
78 of her mind was labouring under ſome difficul- 
** ties; and ſd,wiving him it again, ſhe went a- 
r (Nall 


Way without ſpeaking one word. | b 
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ber, the next morning, under the notion of ; 


ſay. You have, (as was ſaid to St. Paul by 8 


hand to do any thing tuat may redound to his 


| you to any danger; though for a crown 


* 


This ſomewhat perplexed the gardener, fear- 3 
ing ihe was diſpleaſed with what he had ſaid; 
but, her ſending for him privately to her cham - 5 


bringing her ſome choice flowers, baniſhed all 
fear in him; when, they two being only left by 
together, the gently led him into the cloſet, 
and, ſbutting the door, to be more private, ; 
fad, © Bernard, (fetching a deep ſigh) pour 
yeſterday! s diſcourſe has much broken my laſt, 
nig:;:t's reſt. I have been meditating on It, 
and I find abundance of reaton in what you 


. 


king Agrippa) almoſt pertuaded ine to be f 
your opinion. : 

I with to God, moſt virtuous lady (replied 3 
he) I might be a bumble joſtrument in his | 


glory, and the good and welfare of your pre- 
cious and immortal ſoul, without hazardicg 
your temporal quiet and peace, or expoſing | 
life and immortality, all earthly thio rs ne, 
deſpiſed : And the holy apoſtle accounts all wil 
this world's good but as droſs and dung, in 
in compariſon of enjoying Chriſt Jeſus. Well, þ 
ſaid ſhe, this is my aim; and, if God enables 0 
me, with his aſſiſting grace, I hupe, through 5 


his mercy, to attain it. I have, indeed, con . 
| tin ved 
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ear - tinved ſhe, to my grief, obſerved the loofe and 
aid; profane manner of living of thoſe that profeſs 
am- aur religion; alledging, that a confeſſion, with 
of beladen. aud ſome er works, will purgs 
all them from their ſins, and gain them that 
left 71 bleſſedneſs in the end, which I could never 
let, 3 believe they would obtain by them: 
ate, and, fince | have more ſerioufly conſidered 
our, God's word expreſsly to the contrary, I can- 
last not believe that any thing, but ſincere and 
it, 31333 repentance, in the courſe of an un- 
yOu ſpotted life, can purchaſe, throuzh the merits 
| by of my Saviour, thoſe glories and tranſcendent 
e of 6 bleſſings that God hath promiſed to poor mor- 
£ [ tals.——dbe would have proceeded, but the 
lied falling tears ſtopped her utterance z and Ber- 


his a nard had an inward rejoicing to ſee her 
o his $ 


pre- 5 forted her with good advice, and the cordials 


diag of God's mercies and promiſes. In brief, he 


1 ö had made her ſenſible of the errors ſhe had 
n , been brought up in, and then opened from 
re | voint to point, the cheat of pretended miracles 
8 at 0 and relics; the impoſing on people with par- 
g, in gon and indulgence to get money; the whore» 
Wel, doms, murders, and inceſts of many popes, 
ables | cardinals, and prelates of the Romiſh church; 
bug their 3 


nableneſs in prohibiting prieſts 
marriage which is immediately appointed by 


God; 


con- 
in ved 


: brought to this paſs. Whereupon he com- 
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God.; and the allowing them by canons: wa | 
decrees, the. embraces of concubines, or to 
8. commit adultery, cxpreſsly contrary to the 
command of the &Imiglty : Foraſmuch as he 1 
has expreſsly ſaid, I hole that do thete things £ N 
ſhall not inherit eternal hte,” Be . would 
have proceeded ; but, hearing the found of 
feet coming up airs, {be haited him down a p 1 
back way, with fo much. precipitation, that he, 1 
left lis Bible, behind him; which the, luckily \; 4 
jecing, locked, up in a ſcrutore. 
I have told. you before, that father Antonio, | 1 
tlic prieſt, forgetting his function, duty, and F 


diſlance, gave Way to his unruly and lawlcſs 1 
poſlion, Ry was then blundering up ſtairs to F 
fiud her in Private; having, almoſt flaſtered wil 
1 ' limic'f with wine, on purpoſe, either to be 1 
3 Il more conſident in his wicked deſign, to tell & 
Lil her the ſtory, of his nauſcous love, or rather 
Fl luſt; or that, if he was reproved, he might 1 
ht {ome ſleuder excuſe for his impertinency, 1 
and lay (as too many do) the blame of their 4 
l} tolly on that which is rather an aggravation 1 
if] T 
il! of their crime, (i. e.) their drunkenacis; and 1 
ſo turprited, however, he came, that putting 
| his noſe over the upper ſtep, juſt as the garde 4 
ö ner poſted out at the private door, he had a! 7 
[4 glin;ple of the back parts of his" ants, 6 
Fi? It atterwards appeared; but at that time, be 
Mt | ; s took 
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r to Wrook' no notice of any ſuch thi iny. Deidamia, 
the ſeeing Antonio coming towards her in a very 
ie ' 29 humonr, deminded; with a mode ft 

Heceney, What occaſibn brought him thither 
1510 to diſturb her retirement! ? 
| of | ah! (faid the impudent prieſt. who could 
not long keep down his boiling py ion) your 
two fair eyes, {weet lady, like loxdſts! nes hive 
kily & . me to you ; that beauteous tendting 

of yours has made me forget my duty to 

Jord, and the truſt he repoſed in me.“ Why! 
4 ; og laid Deidamia (calling in patience 
to bridle her paſſion) you are befi{l: yourt: If, 
Pntonio——What mean you by this kia of 
diſcourſe? « If Lam beſide myſelf, (repli.:4 he, 
4 almoſt crying) your fair ſelf is the cauſe of it; "3 
ld "Whoſe beauty, like arrows, have wounde.t in * 


beart and ſickened my brain: L with ha ne 
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ther 

ight ver ſeen ſuch amiibleneſs in womankind; but | 

wy fic | have been fo unfortunate as to be your : 
3 


Fe fettered captive, take ſome compaſlign on ine, 


tion 1 * and eaſe my ſufferings,” What ſufferi: 188 , 
Feplied Deidamia frowning, or what can bs 
98 5 the ſenſe of all this looſe ſtuſt? © Why then, f 


Fob \Feplied he, to be ſerious, in plain terms, Ve 7 
neva ou, and that ſo paſſionately, unleſs you con- 
deſcend to make me ſuitable returns, I ſhall a 
have no peace or quiet; but mult be miſera- J 
ple and wretched eternally,” Then, fd ſhe, 
D 2 be 


85 a8 
, he 8 
to ok 
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be you ſo. What have you ſeen of any looſe | 
milb-coming behaviour in me, that you ſhould © 
dare to ſpeak thus to me? This, like a thun- I 
der-bolt, ſtruck him mute; ſmoothing her 1 
brows, and growing a little calmer, the ſaid, * 
come, come, Antonio, I took you fo: another , 
man; you profeſs ſanctity, and adinon1{h o- 8 
thers to lead a holy life: Is this pretenſion ; 
real, or is it only feigned, to try my virtue? 
] proteſt, ſaid he, holding up his hands, it is 
real, and I cannot help it. Why, taid the, 
would you commit ſo great a wickedneſs, if you 
might, and make yourſelf guilty of a crime ſo 
heinous? © Ah! lady, replicd he, if that be 
all, I can abſolve you by the power given me 
by the See of Rome: Conſent, and let me en- 
joy you, your penance ſhall be always . 5 
J will get a diſpenſation for your marriage | 1 
vows from the pope, with pardon, indul- | 161 
gences, or any thing for fins paſt aud thoſe 
that are to come. Nay, I will do any thing, 1 
ſo I do not fall under your diſpleaſure: Let 
me alone for the reſt, And“ 1 1 
This inſolence ſo much diſpleaſed the virtue | : 
ous dy, that ſhe could hear no more, nor 
bear it any longer, but commanded him out 
of her preſence; yet, could not bærid of vim, | 5g 
cill the threatened to call up the reſt of her 
{rrvants; Whereupon he went We 
away; 
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ofe away; and, for two days after, as much as poſs 
uld © q ſible he could, ſhunned coming into her pre- 
un- 8 e which much pleaſed kir j for ſhe coul 1 
ber not behold him, but with horror and deteſta- 
aid, tion. | 55 
her | This attempt, however, in one ſenſe, (thro! 
| Os >othe over ruling provideace and goodneſs of 
foa God, who is wonderful in counſel, and excel- 
ue ? * lent in working, and can make the greateſt 
it is N wickedneſs of his creatures ſerve the Ar: Hap 
the, of his own glory) worked to her advantig. 
you for ſhe believed now all true which the 15 
e ſo 1 dener had told her, about the wicked debiuch-— 
t be ed lives of the Romith clergy, ſince this vil- 
| me 3 lanous prieſt had not ſcrupled to profſer the 
en- pope's pardon for no leſs than adultery, and 
eaſy, | that betore it was committed; by which meins 
ages | or encouragement, ſhe plainly ſay it mult con · 
1dul- a ſequently be that they frequently tempted ex- 
hoſe © 4 and ignorant people to the commiliyn ot 
ing. many Gas: : Therefore, ſh: reſolved to leave: 
Let theſe blind guides, and take che word of G04. 

fs for her leader and inſtructor; forbeariag to 1 
irtu - bo come to confeſſian, or hear mals, ſometimes: | 
nor on pretence of indiſpoſition, and at other times 
out vorpotey by going abroad at the uſual times 
bim, of either, and halo {ome other conferences 
bel vith the gardener, which (as do particulars) 
ering D 3 ee 

way; 7 
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for brevity's ſake 1 muſt of neceſſity pais o- 
Ver. | 

She found in berſelf a ſtrange averſion to 
the religion ſhe had been brought up in; and 
having procured a Bible in the French tongue, 
took ſuch delight in reading it, that whenever 
ſhe had time to retire, it was not out of her 
band; yet ſhe kept this as ſecret as poflible ; 
and, not being ready at it herſelf, got the gar- 
dener to turn her down ſuch proofs as were 
the ſtrongeſt arguments againſt the errors of 
popery, and where the abominations of the 
myſtical Babylon were pointed at. This he joy- 
fully did, and gave praiſe to God, who had 
made him inſtrumental in ſo good a work; 


though he was not ignorant his life Was lia- 


ble to pay for it, if it were diſcovered. She 
likewiſe laid adde her beads and crucifix, con- 
verſed no more with roſaries, or the legends 
of pretended ſaints; and, though lhe found 
ſome temptations and fears at the beginning; 


yet, frequently praying to God, ſhe overcaine 
Satan's wiles, and found abundance of joy and 


could not forbear breaking out into raptures 


of praiſe and thankſgiving for the wonderful 


change (by ſo iirange and unexpected means) || 
wrought in her ſoul. 


whilt | 


comfort enlightening her ſoul; ſo that ſhe | 


; 


NtUres | 
er ful 
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Whilſt this virtuous lady and the gardener 


held their private correſpondence, in diſcour- 


Wing of the things of God, and encouraging 


and exborting each other to perſeverance and 


ſtedfaltneſs in the truth, Antonio and Frono— 


„vius equally burning with luſtful deſire to en- 
5 the fair Deidamia, were plotting and con- 


triving how their lawleſs deſigns might be beſt 


brought about, though each plotted by him- 
Vielf; 
Jother s paſſion. 
have already heard, had been repulſed with 
indignation by the chaſte lady, which inward- 
Iy tormented him, and brought him almoſt to 
his wit's end; 
made no trial of her virtue, and wanted a fa» 
vourable opportunity to do it; and, therefore, 
he thinks, meditates, and caſts many things in 
his mind, 
9 him, he was reſolved to break the ice with. a 
} letter; and, if ſhe took no notice of that, to 
| | ſecond it with a perſonal addreſs: But, how 
he ſhould do this with privacy and ſafety, he 
Was at a ſtand for a time; for he fzared to 


for, as yet, they were 1gnorant of each 
The villainous prieſt, as you 


but the other, Fronovius, had 


till at laſt his paſſion emboldening 


truſt any body to deliver it, leſt his criminal 
ove ſhould take air; and to deliver it himſelf 


zeans) wou look too dalarciy, as if he was not ca- 


pable, or, at leaſt, durſt not ſpeak for himſelf; 


W hillt | however, 3 ia a little while, he met with 2 fit 


OPPOF- 
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opportur iy; for Deid mia accident illy trop: 


ping her handkerchief, as ſhe paſſed through i 


* z 
EY 2 3 
X's 1 
. . 
3 = 


* 
1 
8 


* 
9 


a lorge gallery thit led to her apartment, he“ 


carefully took it up, and fol ling np his letter 
in it, which he had ready ſealed by him, he 


gave it to her nentlewoman to give it to her }, 
Indy, telling her he found it in the long gal- — 


lery. The gentlewoman knowing the hand— 
kerchief to be her lady's, immediately carried 


it to her, who received it from her, without AF 


knowing any thing of a letter being in it; and 
afterwards accidentally taking the handker- 
chief ont of her pocket, the letter dropped out 
upon the ground, which ſhe taking up, and 
looking upon the ſublcription, was extremely 
ſurpriſed to f114 it direct od to herſelt; and, 


haſtily opening it, was much more 0, to find 


the contents thercot as follows ; 


YARDON me, moſt lovely Dedamia, ik 
P your beauty makes me forget the {ation 
I am in, and emboldens me to own a paſſion | 
have Il;boured in vain to hie. To be brict, 
dear lidy, I am fo ciptivated by your charms 
and finguiar perfections, thit lam conftratned 


to ſay, 1 love you infinitely above all mortal“ 
creatures; and fivncent frems to me unrealonable |} 


that auy one maa ſhould mouopolize fo 11ett- 
mable a tresſure give me leave to hope, an'! 


* 


GO 


x 
N 


rop © I go not ſuffer me to linguith and die; but 


"gl. "Fender the bal of your kinine(s to cure 
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be ehe wounds which your brigit eyes have 


ether made in your otherwiie moſt wretched ſer- 
. de Vat, 

her FrRONOVIU8s 
gal- — 

and- The reading of this letter filled her with 
rried | Uatuthes, anger, and amazement, at the unpa— 
hout A railcl:d boldneſs and villainy ot the author of 


and it, and at firſt ſhe was retolved to conmit it 


ker- 
ont 
and 
nely 
and, 
lind 


is it 


tion | 


O01 1 
riet, 
arms 
Lied 
Ortal 


able | 
e k- 15 


in | | 


* 


GO 


by the flames, or to tear it in pieces; 
on ſecond thought, ſhe hid it up in ber cloſet, 


but, up- 


Where ſhe vexed and fretted herſelf that ſhe 
was thus left among ſuch ungrateful wretches, 


X chat dared ſo much to ſuſpect her virtues, and 


; ; meaſure them by their own wicked and filthy 


virtuoully inclined till now ; 
. 
he perſiſted in it, that by ſhame and reproots 


inclinatious, 
ber ma: riage-bed ; being more prieved for this 
1 diicovery than the former; for ſhe Knew the 
« prieft hid ſomething of the libertine in him, 


as to preſume ſhe would dchile 


but this man ſhe had held to be honeſt and 
and to him ſhe 
Pe” to have diſcovered Antonio's folly, if 


he might have reclaimed him. But now ſhe 
» ſcarce knew whom to truſt: and could not 
therefore but tremble at the apprehenſions of 


7 | fouc violence that might be offered her from 


thole 
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thoſe luſtful miſcreants, whoſe ſight now very 
much diſpleaſed her. She thought once or 
twice of diſplacing them; but found their au- 
thority in the family was fo great, that, in her 
lord's abſence, the couid not do it: whereup- 
on, ſhe fell on her knees, to implore Gen's 


m:rcy and protection, commeadiag hertelfe 


wholiy.to his care and providence, and beg- 


ging of him to be her guirdian and protec 


tor. 
Though Deidamia's mind, on thoſe foes 


priſing attempts on her honour; was variouily 


toſſed, till, at laſt ſne came to a fettled reſolu- 
tion prucently to conceal what had piſſed, at 
leaſt till her lord came home, for fear of ſcan- 
dal and diſturbance: yet Fronovins might 


well read in her countenance, whenever he 


came into her preſence, that fhe had read his 
letter, and how the reſented it; which made 


him ſtruggle to overcome his paſſion, but in 
vain; for like oil thrown on fire, the oppoſi- 


tion his lewd defires met wich, made him burn 
the fiercer ; ſo that he reſolved to hud an op- 
portunity to throw hunſelf at her feet, and 
diſcover his paſſion to her by word of mouth; 


and, whilſt he waited for a convenient time 
and place to do it, he perceived the gardener | 


often to go in and out very cheat tul, as highly 


pleated and conteated; and, taousi he only 


Carticd 
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exried her fruits and flowers, yet his frantic 
& paſlon and j-al-uly made him belicve there 
; was {omethiig.more in it. Antonio, the prictt, 
had allo ob{ reed the like, and had much the 
s ſame jentiments, which emboldened them the 
4 more to perſiſt in their wicked and unclean 
fle ſires, and to continue to perſecute the chaſte 
lady with their deteſted proffers of lawleſs love; 
.* conc udiug, that if one of ſo low 3 rank could 
A be in favour, they, in time, couid not miſs 
'D of obtaining what they ſought; and fo blinds 
ed with paſſion, and purſuing what they aims 
ed at, (though, as has been ſaid, unknowa to, 
: each other,) they kept a watchful eye over 
the actions of Deidamia z whole miud was ta- 


+ ken up iu contemplating the divine perfections 
pi I of HIM, who is fairer than the children of 
men; being every day more confirmed in the 
is 3 . 1 
truth of her religion, bleſſing and praiſing 
Th | God, who, by ſo wonderful and unexpected 
l. means, had brought her out of darknets and 
errors, into the marvellous light oft H1s 
+ | | truth, and engaged her heart to embrace and 


3 | entertain it above her chief joy; partly look- 
i ing on the troubles ſhe had from Antonio and 


5 $f rovovins, thoſe brethren in iniquity, as temp» 
PO = tations or trials, to confirm her the more, by 
ily | 13 in the doctrine the had ſo 

lately embraced ; in which {he firmly reſolved 


tO 
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to perſevere againſt all temptations whats 8 gt 
Ever. F 
But, whilſt theſe things paſſed, Fronovius it 
had received no other anſwer to his letter, out b | 1 
Deidamia's angry and much changed counte- if 
nance towards him, Which he would not ecke! 5 
for an abſolute repulſe; and, therefore, Was a 
reſolved to have her poſitive anſwer, To ob- ” 
tain which, as Deidamia was one morning | 4 
leaving upon the window in her chamber, 4 
and looking into the garden, he ſtole ſoftly | 4 
up ftairs, and was got into her chamber, 
Juſt behind her, before ſhe heard him, when | 1 
ſuddenly turning about, and ſeeing him in a} 
dejected poſture, ſhe was very much farpriſed, ; 
and trembled at the fight, whiltt he, by many 
words, endeavoured to thew the greatneſs of 
his paſſion; but having ſomewhat recolleted 
her ſpirits, the, witn an angry countenance, 7 p 
ſpake to him thus: Why ! bow now, Fro- p. 
novius, what buſineſs have you here, thus to 
Keal into my chainber unawares ? 'Tais is ſuch © 
an affront, a piece of impudence and rudeneſs, | 'Þ 
as better becomes a thief than the ſteward of tl 
my houſehold; and yet the filthy errand that L 
you come on is far more criminal than your tl 
coming. What have you ever ſeen of light- ir 
neis in my carfiage that ſhould make you ſc 
thus audacious, or give you the leaſt hope to h. 
ſucceed 


2 
— 
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at: ſueceed in your unlawful and wicked deſires? 
lcommand you to be gone: aud know, that, 
vs it you perſiſt in your 1mpudence and folly, 
t F 1 will {ſpeedily take thoſe methnds that {hill 
7 iſſue in your deſerved ſhame and confu— 
© ſion.” | 

„ He would have replied, but ſhe forthwith 
went out of her chamber and would not hear 
him. | . 
his abſolute denial and ſevere repti nand, 
filled Fronovius wich confufion, and almoſt 


3 made him hopeleſs; but, after {ome rellection, = 
he ſtrongly fancied that the oppoſition he met 
with proceeded not from the lady's virtue, but 
from the greater inclination ſhe had to ſyine 9 
rival who enjoyed thoſe favours which he had ; 
1 been purſuing; and he ſuppoſed the gardener . 
to be the man; becauſe, he had received ſome 


particular marks of her favour, ſince the de- 
parture of Count Alanſon, Being thus per— 
funded, he was reſolved, if it were poſlible, to 
make a plain diſcovery : and, to this end, he 
; 1 planted himſelf privately one evening near 
the back-ltzirs that led out of the garden into 
4 Deidamia's apartment; (for that way he 
thought this ſuppoſed rival muſt come;) and, 
Z indeed, he had not waited long before a per- 
ſon came by, and went up thoſe ſtairs, whom 
he ſoftly followed to the ſtair-foot: the dark- 
: — nels 
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neſs of the night hindered him from diſcern | 
ing who the perſon was that went by him; 
but he doubted not but.it was the gardener : Wi 
and, having likened at the botcom of the ſtairs, | 4 
h caring no door open, nor any key to turn, “ 
he imagined the door was left open ou pur» | 
poſe; and, therefore, 1c ſolved to go up him- 
jelf, and ſurpriſe them iu the very act ot thei 
unlawful love. He had no ſooner rene | 
thus, but he heard ſomebody come lotily do uu 1 
ſtairs: As ſoon as the perſon cane to the bot- 
tonmof the ftairs, Fronovius boldly ſeizes on 
him, and demanded what buſineſs he h.d there | 


. wa 


pu 


0 
iy ſurpriic! to meet with, inſtead of Bernard \ 
Hu 


the gardener, Antonio the prieſt, who then“ 


Fronovius thought, had been with Deidamia, 4 Pee 


Upon which, ſpeaking big words to Antonio, 5 
and threatening to kill him for the diſhonour in 
he had done his lord, in violating bis bed; 
the poor prieſt, (who w.s almoſt dead with | q 
fear, and extremely contounded at this acct * 
dent) trembling, told Fronovius, that, if he 4 * 
would dave his ite he would ingeniouſly tell e 
him all he knew z which Fronovius promiſing, Þ 1 to 


Antonio told him the ſtory of his love-addret- | Jar 


ſes, violent paſſion, and the repulſes he met WF" 


with, That, however, being jealous of the 
24 Geer, and not finding him in his lodging, 
for 


in 
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* (for it ſeems Deidamia had newly appointe f 
1 bim another, unknown to Antonio) ſuſpected he 


JT vight be with his lady; where deliring to de- 
tect him, and bring him to puniſhment, he had 
7 [yadettaken to come at this unſeaſon ible time; 
but the doors being faſt locked, and after a 
ng lifening, hearing no ſtir nor whiſpering, 


vourable opportunity, that he might not, on 


n 
3 


WY: - p 


Ail:ght ground, or uncertainty, lay tuch a thing 
Ito ir charge. 

PFronovius, finding the prieſt had been re- 
; ulſed and reproved, as well as he, and thr 
1 is thoughts were the ſame with his, as to the 
Huſpected rival, huſhed his preſent fears, and 
declared to him, though ſomewhat darkly, his 
4 wa aftetions, &c. [hey went to Anto1i0's' 


tion lo helliſh and malicious, that it brought 
1 ny woes and miſeries both to the virtuou; 
. )eidamia and the gardener; ll, by the mer— 
8 y of God, to the ſhine and confuſion of the 
en contrivers, they were turned to bleſlings, 
to rejoice the injured, and to clear their 


18g, 1 
'El- Þ 
net ings. 

tie Whilſt theſe wicked men were thus Wot» 
ng, ing to revenge their repulſes, Deidamia was: 
for houghtful of her ſafety: Sometimes the de- 


E. 2 termined 


was returning back again to watch a more 15 


Banocence, after many PETERS ſuffer⸗ 
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termined to write to Alanſon, to remember bis t 
| Fromiſe, and haſte his return; but then ſhe | 
concluded, that, though his preſence nigh 11 
reform theſe diſorders, to deſert his command 
upon any private occaſion would 4 70% 
from bis honour: ard then, ſhe conſidered, 1 
that ſhe could not hide from him the reliziongy 
ſhe had embraced ſince his departure, for, he 
could not difſeaible, if ſhe, was taxed with it; 1 
and though his company was dear to der 4 
yet the enjoyment of the other was more pre- 
cious and preferable ; and that, in compariſon 
of the love of Chriit, all the love in tie wor! 
was but of little value. At another time, ſhe 4 
thought of r-tiring to her parents; but the I 
fancied this would be diſpleaſing to her lord, tt 
that, in his abſence, ſhe ſhould leave the go. I K 
vernment of his family, which he had trulied | v 
to her care at his departure; theſz things ſe- 7 
rioully wei shed, ſhe reloived to remzin at f 
home, thinking time would cure the wild dis. , . 
orders that were in the minds of thoie wos „ 
wicked ſervants. tt 
After this laſt reſolve, ſhe retired to her clo- 99 


ſet; where ſhe had not been loug cre the Zar. A ti 
dener came to preſent her with 2 p*pzr he =” tl 
drawn up, by her order, of the fanda nente ti 
points of the Proteſtant religion, iu nest c 
to Popery ;; one being compared with the c. I 
ther 
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ther, and tried by Scripture and the fathers 
of the primitive times. She accepted this pa- 
per very kindly, promiſing to look it over at 
2 leiſure, as a matter ſhe had much deſired to be 
informed ia. Whereupon he retired to his 
labour in the garden, whilſt a bribed ſpy, their 
enemies had ſet on the watch, was running to 
give information of the gardener's being with 
the lady. Fronoviuz was out of the wav; 
Antonio haſted as fait as he could, and ſoftly 
opening the ſpring lock, inpudently entered 
the chamber, drawing the curtains of her bed, 
in hopes of finding what he looked for there; 
but miffiag his purpoſe, he {tol2 to the ſide of 
"I her clotet, directed thither by her voice; for 
1 the pious lady was fallen on her knees, and 
fervently pouring out her ſoul to God in tueſe 
| 1 words: 8 e 


> MOST bleſfed God! who art the Fa- 
. ther of mercies, and the God of ail 
IM conſolation, I bleſs and praiſe thy holy name, 
that thou haſt enlightened the eyes of ny un- 
derſtanding with the knowledge of thy bleiled 
truth, and that thou haſt delivered me from 
ad, the darkneſs and igavranc? of theſe autichriſ- 
uc tian errors, wherein I have lived ſiace my 
* childhood, and hatt revealed the ſaving know- 
A ledge of thy will unto me, as it is containe' 


E 3 in 


+. 
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in thy bleſfed word, the Holy Scriptures :- O 
ürengthen my heart in the profeſſion of thy 
truth! and grant that I may never return 
back again to the popiih idolatry and ſuperſti- 
tion, nor be under the conduct of thoſe bend 
guides any more, whatever ſuffering and trials 
1 may de liable to, or may undergo on chat 
account. 


.- Theſe pious breathings of her foul, Anto- 
nio, to his great amazement, heard, and knew: 
not what to think, whether he ſhould diſcovery. 
himſelf or retire ; but, at laſt, wickedly ſup- 
poſing the fear ſhe would conceive, leit he 
ſhould diſcover what ſhe had uttered againſt 
the Romiſh religion; or that, as he conclu- 
ded, ſhe was a n ugonot, as they call Protef- 
tants, might induce her to comply with his 
luit, he preſented bimſelf before her, rudely 
opening her cloſet door, ere ſhe had time to 
riſe from her knees. This continued impu— 
dence of bis much troubled her ſpirits; where- | 
upon, riſing haſtily, the forcibly pulled the 
door, atter ſhe had given him a thruſt back, |: 
and locked herſelf in. However, it unhappilyy 
fell out, that, in this diſorder, not taking that 
care, as at another time ſhe would have done, 1 
the paper which the gardener had newly { | 
brought, with ber haſly thutting the door, 4 

dropped | 
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) „ dropped out of her coat, and, unperceived by 

her, was ſhut out of the cloſet ; which Anto- 
* 4 nio took carefully up, and put it in his pock- 
— Ker. telling her, though the door was ſhut a- 
1 gainſt him, he had heard how ſh2 had apoſt a- 


s tized from her religion, and how wickedly ſhe 


it Mad ſpoken of the holy Roman Citholic church, 
and, what miſcbiefs he could do her, if he 
ſhould diſcover it; yet, for the love he bore 
* 1 her, if ſhe would yield to eife his paſſion, it 
» ſhould be buried in eternal oblivion ; but, if 
9 he refuſed, he had now got an opportunity 
)= Fto ruin her. 
e Ihe pious lady (whoſe fervent devotions. 
ſt chis wretch bad iaterrupted) bridling, as much 


4 as human {railty could do, her paſſion, com- 
manded him, in mild terins. to be gone, and 
18 bot wouvrd her chaſte ears with his hated diſs 
ly | courſe. againſt the injury he threatened, 
to the truſted in God for protection, who is a 
u- | en tower for the ſafety of all thoſe that fly 
e- to him; and ſhe doubted not, when ſhe had 
= an opportunity to make her lord ſenſible of 
k, 2 he would, through the favour of Almighty 
God, concur with her in her opinion. 

Antonio, finding hiqmſelf difappointed in his 
main expectation, and thoroughly nettled with 
iy | 12 his anſwer, particularly the concluſion of it, 


Tr | went away threatening and muttering to him- 


1 
8 
IP 


ſelf, 


r 
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ſelf, and in the antichamber met Fronovius, lf ſh 
who, upon later notice, was haſtening to him; Jbl 
to whom he told all he had ſeen and heard. 1 A. 
This made them conſult to take new meaſures; ch 
and, in concluſion, reſolved her chiſtity, or 21h 
hte ſhould be facrificed to their revenge. This fic 
was no ſooner concluded on, but Antonio rew 
membered that paper he dad den up; and, 


taking it out of his pocket, knew it to be the Y { 
gardener's hand, and, at firſt, ſuppoſed it to k 
be a love-letter that might diſcover the intrigue bi 
between him and his dy, was highly pleaſed; Þ ti 
but he had ſcarce read it half over, ere be Ju 
found ſuch weighty arguments againſt the a! 
church of Rome, levelled ſo directly again | 3 t! 
her tottering foundation, as not only puzzled 0 
his underſtanding, but made him ſtorm at a t! 


Rrange rate; whereupon Fronovius touk i 9 I 
out of his hand, and read the reſt, and in the # f. 
cloſe, theſe words; viz. © Virtuous lady, theſe h 
arguments, PRO & CONTRA, I ſubmit to your 'F i 
great wiſdom, being very joyful in having, un- I 
der God, been a poor in-:trument in enlighten. - . 
ing your underſtanding to ern truth from 
falſehood. 1 


| 
1 
This left them no longer in doubt, who dhe I 
party was, That (as they termed it) had indu- & | 
ced her to npoſtatize, and become an heretic, | = « 
and, for this, conſequently to enjoy favours i 


le } 
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ius | the denied them; whereupon they vowed'a 
im; bloody revenge. But, fearing that the love 
ard, FAlanſon bore her would not be eff:ced by the 
res change of her religion, eſpecially wh-n he 
or ſhould come to underſtand their criminal paſ- 
Fhisly ſion for, her, and practices againſt her, they re- 
A ſolved to make her parents r the blame of 
that flupeygous wickedneſs, which they them- 
9 ſelves deſigned to be the actors of: for they 
knew that her parents were extraordinarily 
bigotted to the Ronith church; and ſo were 
the likelieſt to deal with i in this matter. Where 
upon Antonio immediat ly poſted to them, 
and defring a private conference with the fas: 
AF ther, and mother, after many hypocritical ſnews 
Þ of ſorrow for the dilgrace that would befal 
the family, he declared, how his lady (ſince 
it 8 his lord had been abſent) had been perverted 
the © 0 from the Catholic religion by a Hugonot, a 
eſe 1 heretic gardener, a fugitive wretch, that had 
bur 'F heen taken in, ſome years ago, upon charity. 


an- He urged, what diſhonbur it would be to their 


en benny, the danger incurred by the king's es 
20 | 3 dicts; and, Jait iy, the lots of her foal, 1 ſhe 
was not timely recovered and brought to the 
right fold, from whence the had perverſely 
© firayed. Then he began to maguify the pi- 
ic, 
Ars 


he a 


in the right way, and to prevent her falliog 


into 


ous care and pains he had taken to keep her 
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into ſuch an unpardonab'e ſin; but that the 
devil had been too hard for bis induſtry and 
labours, through God's high ſufferance, to 
bring home great judgment upon her, for. her 
haughtineſs and contempt, &c 5 
bis being delivered in a tone very moving ! 
and paſſionate, ſeeming altogether in pity to 
Deidamia, made her father ligh, and the old 
lady burſt out in tears, wringing their hands, 
and bewailing the miſ.ries of their aged years, 
in this (as they then termed it) worſt of misfor- 
tunes that could befal them; that the only 
branch of their family, that ſhould convey it 
to poſterity, had made herſelf a caſt away ; 
for ſo, in their paſſionate mood, they expreſſed 
her to be. Antonio was glad to ſee them thus 
wrought upon; and the ſtyrm of their firſt 
grief ſpending itfclf, being allayed by talling 
tears, they began to conſult more maturely 
how this misfortune might be reverſed ; and, 
after many things were debated, Antonio's 485 
vice of lodging her in a nunnery, (where the | 
might be reſtrained from heretic books, as he 


faid, and the company of any ſeducers, and 5 
alſo be infiructe1 by virtuous nuns wu her lord VJ . 
came home, and deter nined what might far— 3 
ther be done in it,, was approved. 2 5 

What was to be cone with the gardener K. 


Was the thing to be coaluitcd; whether to 
make 
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make him away ſecretly, or deliver him up to 
$ © juſtice; the prieſt was for the former, but 
the parents” conſciences were tender in that, 
4 and could not content to ſuch wi kedneſs ; 
55 but Antonio alledged, that the whole affair 
© would be made public, if he were del vered ap 
o juſtice, and their daughter would be 
A brougit in as criminal; and, perhaps, for her 
obſtinzcy, her lord might loſe his honours and 


i 4 prefcrments at Court. This made them con- 
ider farther, and, at laſt, leave it to the wick- 
4 , ed prieſt, or thole he thould appoint, to do as 
it he or they pleaſed. They would have bore 
him company to Alanſon's houſe, to ſee what 
4 their periualions might do; but he urged, it 
ER 2 would only be a means to diſcover the matter; 


F trbat it would be beſt for them to come and 
moderate things when the Count came home, 


1g 

„ of which he would give them the firſt notice; 
#4 ſince, at preſent, what was to be done, requi- 
C — uM 

12) ed ſecrecy: that, in the mean time, ſhe 


5 would be provided for as became her quality; 
de and. that ſuch a place as he mentioned, with 


kime and campanz; were the beſt cure to juſtle 


— 2 By 
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ge Ta a. 
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Len they only ſent her a letter, a reſol- 
ved not to go themſelves: So Antonio re— 
4 turned, well ſatisſied, to his wicked compa- 
ion, 


Deidamia, 


— UÜ— 
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Deidamia, who was, ignorant of this, miſſing 4 
her paper, and not doubting which way it 
went, taking more care for Bernard the gar- 1 
dener than herſelf, thought by it he would“ 
be diſcovered; wherefore the ſent for him, fi 
gave him a Wand of gold, and commanded f 
him to ſhift for himſelf; telling him what had 
paſſed and the danger he was in. This com- 
mand he ſeewed exceeding loth to obey, and, 1 
with tears in his eyes, pr oteſted, that tor the t 
ſake of his religion, and, in her defence agai: alt | t 
any injury or violence, he was willing to ex- 
poſe his life; but ſh: urged fo many things to # 0 

| 

a 


haſten bis departure, that he promiſed to do, 
Kt: and ſo they, with ſhedding many tears, 
took a long farewel of each other, cl 
Bernard was preparing to depart, as Ante. v 
vio returned with his orders; whereupon Fro- v 
novius clapped him up in a dungeon, and that P 
night hired two ruffians to carry him to the de 
fea cliffs, and throw him thence head long; he 


we menen p On” him in a ſack, on 2 hi 


of them: er and fone iT ona to 2 
French plantation in the Weſt Indies; where. 3 bs 

upon, they took the method of Joſcph's bro par 
thren with the Iſhmaelites, to make the bene 
purchaſe of him, rather than deſtroy him andy 
loi 
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g loſe it; ſo he that came to inquire, demanded 
it of the maſter, it he wanted a luſty ſervint? 
He told him, yes; then he returned, and took 
the gard-ner our ,of the ſack, ungagged and 
unbound him, and told him that though he 
deſerved to die, for perverting his lady to he» 
rely ; yet they had compaſſion upon him, and 
would ouly ſend him to do penance, for a ſlave 
in the Wett Indies, and bid him accept of it 
A thankfully, and without muttering; and 
thereupon they delivered him to the matter of 
the veſlel, of whom they received twelve 
® crowns. After which they returned, and 
4 gave an account they had thrown him, with 
„ Ja great ſtone about his neck, from a fiity-toot 
cliff into the feaz and for it received the re- 
ate - ward promiſed them. Nor was Bernard un— 
Fro- willing to go with his new maſter, finding 
that Ae nee had changed the death that was 
) the deſigned him ouly into flavery, from whence 
ong; Ahe might hope in time to be releaſed. But 
on 2 his care was greater for Deidamia than him 
reilel, Heir; for he had been uſed to misfortune, and 
: one aured to ſeveral hard{hips. And her grief 
] to ,was no leſs, that ſhe found herſelf conſtrained, 
here hs ſhe ſuppoſed, for his ſatety, fo abruptly to 
s bre. part with the man that had been an inſtru— 
e belſnent in the filing her heart ſo full ot heavens. 
m and Ly couſolations; and had not laid her com- 


loi E mands 


* 4 — * . 
" 7 * 
— * —_ 
_ — — xo Sr _ — * 9 — 
— — . — - — 
—— — * — — ——— — —— — » 
= - — 
— ot a - 5 — — m 
2 * BR 


Antonio baving, as I before told you, got a 
letter hom her parents to her, wherein they | 
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mands on him to write to her, or otherwiſe to 
give ſecret notice of his abiding- place, (that 
ihe might have had farther converſe with him, 
and be n ore ſtrengthened by him in the pro-“ 
feſſion of that truth he had inſtructed her in, | 
and which ihe was reſolved to abide by,) till ſhe 
found means to reſtore him to his place again. 

Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe thoughts, 


A weed GA an .. 


laid ther commands on her,“ as ſhe tendered 
the favour of Alnighty God, their bleſſing, 1 
and her own honour and ſafety, to be ruled 
and guided in all things, till her lord's return, 4 
by ker ſpiritual paſtor : (So, being ignorant of 
his villainy, they termed this wicked prick.) Th 
And, whatever he perſuaded her to for the 

good of her toul and bodily preſervation, ten. * 


— pp hn 


— 


44 


Gily to comply with; to whoſe care ard inte- 
grity, next to the hevraoly protection, they 
heart iy 1ccon end her till her lord came, 
home:“ This was figned by both of them.“ 
And, Artin.o having conſulted Fronovius 1 
bout it, y both came boldly to her apar ut 
ru they knew ſhe was in private, and 
it e hers ©* charging her to obey 1 8 105 

dered her ſafety.” She no ſoon: Jan 

- .. i 1t, but, aſking them ſo many que 1 da 


nat, by àntonio's replies, ſhe was nol Lia 


1 
” 


Ti * 
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inſenſible they had traduced her to her pareats; 
and, after ſome juſt reproaches, told them, 
* It ſhould not be long before ſhe would go 
and plead her own cauſe; and doubted not 
ſo to juſtify her nroceedings to her parents, 
that the black villainy of her biſe and treach— 
erous accuſers ſhould be unable to fully the 
brightneſs of her innocence,” This, at firſt, 
ſtartled them; but, being fully reſolved to 
proceed in their wicked deſigns, they pliialy 
told her, © She was at their diſpoſil, aud that 
Jed 75 they had orders to carry her to a nunnery, 
where ſhe ſhould be honourabiy wal; bur 

7 debarred from the deſtructive ericiciales 4p 
N ) 7 had lately imbibed, till her and their lord re 

turned, to take the matter into his ova mh 

3 and determine how he pleaſed to diſpoſe of ber.” 
| l This inſufferable impudence of theſe lul- 
ful wretches ſtirred up her zeal to fo muci; 
amel oy anger and deteſtation of what they pro- 
em. i | poted, chat ſhe, in a great paſſion proteſted to 

die a thouſand Seal if it were poſſible, 

5 1 and by the molt exquilite torments their hel- 
lich malice could invent, rather than to be in- 
1 cloſed within the walls of a nunnery ; which 
2 1 ſhe was ſatisfied was no other than a link of 
or 95 fin, and plauſivle colour for lewdnets and de- 
ue bauchery. But they, without replying, off:x- 
| "0 "4 ing to force her from the cloſet; the oppoled 
19 F 2 ler 
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her firength againſt their rudeneſs : but Fro- 
novius, who was the ſteward and governor of 
the family, had ſo ordered the matter, that 


thoſe that immediately waited upon her, were 


then out of hearing; ſo that, without any o- 
ther 1nterruption, than what her contending 
cave them, they hurried her into a cloſe cham- 
ber, in the remoteſt part of the houſe, where 
they locked her in, and went to conſult fare 
ther, how they thould ſecretly convey her 

from thence; whilſt ſhe, who expected after 
ſuch treatment, nothing but a violation of her 
chaſtity, « would much rather have embraced 


death and counted it a favour) was pouring 


cut her ſoul to God, and imploriog his help 


in this needful time of her trouble, and beg- 


ging of him to ſtrengthen her faith; till, on a 
tudecn, to allay the trouble and afflictions of 
her mind, ſuch beams of joy and comfort dart- 
ed into her ſoul, that ſhe aſſured herſelf, © that 
that merciful God, whoſe gracious protection 


the had been ſceking, would work out deli - 


verance for her in due time.“ 
| Theſe conſpirators, by this time, had come 
to a reſult to rid themſelves, as they thought, for 
ever, from the fears they wereſin of their villain» 
ous practices being diſcovered; which was this: 
Fronovius counterfeited a letter ia Alan» 
ſon's hand, ſo very exactiy, that if himſelf 
had 
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had ſeen it, he might have been puzzled to 
diſtinguiſh it froin his own; and having pot» 


} ten two ruffians ready, one drefled in the ha- oh j 
bit of an officer, and the other like a ſervant v0 
attending him, Antonio and his compunion in "10 

2 wickedneſs went to her with it, and falling on | 


their knees, with ſome forced tears, hum ly wo 


WA 
|. 2implired her pardon for the indignities they 17 
. 4 | : © Y - 4 
had offered to her; beſeeching her to be their 9867 
, * . : . . i 1 
good lady, notwithſtanding their follies, and 0 


they would never in the like nature offend, 
nor do any thing to Giſobl:: ge her; with ma- 
ny other oroteftations: and much feig ied ſor- 
row for their rudeneſs and deſigns uphn her chal- 
tity, entreating her not to diſcover it to her lord. 
Whit Deid inia was won tering what that 


EA ee 


8 alteration, in thoſe who had lately {0 
rudely treated her, might nean, Fionovius de- 
livered her the letter; in which ſhe read theie 
words: 
"| 
My dear Deidamia, 
; OGH know, that the news which 
| thele liues will acquaint you with cannot 
be acceptable to you; yet conjure you, by 


our mutual affections, that you ſuffer not yours 
ſelf to be diſturbed, but hear what. I ſhall tell 
you with that patience and ſerenity of mind 
which becomes you; as knowing it is our 
| 5 | duty 


SY 


* 
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duty, in all that happen to us, to ſubmit to | 


the Divine will, Know then my lovely Det 


damis, that, 1n a late enchuuter with a party 


of the enemies, | hippencd to be wounded by 
2 chance ſhot, wiiich my ſurgeon tells mie is 
mortal; and fearing that it may be ſo, and de- 
firing, above all things here below, to have a 
ſight of your dcar (elf, before I depart out of 
the world, I have ſent the bearer, Monſ. Du- 
rell, one of my captains, to conduct you to me 


forthwith, who is a perſon of that worth and 


honour, that you may trult yourſelt with him 
without the trouble of any attendants, but 
what he brings with him, becauſe 1 would 
have you come as ſpeedily as may be: which 
is, at preſent, all from him, who is, both in 
life and death, 
CHARLERO wy 
July 12.1639. 


Your faithful huſband, 
DE ALANSON. 


At the reading of this the trembled, looked 
pale, and thed abundance ot tears, being in 
the greateſt diſorder and contalor imaginable; 


entreating inſtantly to ſee the party that 


brou_ht it; promiſing, on their renewing 
their e1 treaties, not to diſcover their wicked» 
els, if, by their future demeanor, they made 
an amendment for what had paſſed; and they, 
thereupon, ſolemnly promiſed, and led her 

down 
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down into the hall, where the pretended cap- 
tain and his ſervant bowed very low to her; 
and being before-hand 14ttructed, anſwered all 
her queſtions ſo cunningly, hat ſhe verily be— 
lieved the letter to come from her lord, and 
all that he f 1d was true; deliriny them to re- 
freſh themſelves, whilit the fitted herſelf with 
other apparel, and took ſome jewels, gold, &c, 
along with her, which being done, aad being 
about four in the evening, the innocent dove 
committed herſelf into 'the talons of theſe 
bloody vultures mount-d bebind the ſuppoſed 
captain, who had his inſtructions not to let 
her ice the next morning dawn. Antonio ind. 
Fronovius pretended much ſorrow at her de— 


parture; but inwardly rejoiced, that, by this 


ſtratagem, they could get her eaſily into the 
trip, without noiſe and dituroaince; which 
had they gone about to do by force, her cries. 


might have brought reſcue, and preveuted 
their villainous purpoſes. The curſed prieſt 
indeed would have firit raviſhed her by him- 
felt and his companion, and then murdered 
her at home; but che other, conftidering that 


it would be difficult to diſpoſe of the body, 


contrived this way: But, I muſt leave 
them for ſome time, hugging themſelves in 
their ſecurity, and follow the deceived innocent. 
The bloody cut-throats having got the prize, 
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by her too much credulity, into their poſſeſ- 
ſion, took all the byc-ways they could, croſs- 
ing the country, and holding her in diſcourſe 
with many things relating to the war, and ſo 
{pun out the time till the ſun was near ſetting, 
when coming into a valley between two vatt 


woods, in a place much unfreguented, they 


rode into one of them, at a turning of a nar— 
row way, where the ſuppoſed captain ſtopped; 


and the ruffian that rode fingle aligited, and 
ſuddenly pulled Deidamia from behind him 
Who, at fo unexpected a rudeneſs, trembled, 


and began to ſuſpect the treachery ; nor was 
the other flow in diſmounting, when both 
carried her, farther into the wood. Upon 
this, with pitious hrieks and cries, ſhe de- 


manded the . c.ule of ſuch violence; but 


without replying, the villin wio had car- 
Tied her, drawing his ſword, directed it for 


the fatal thruit, deſiguing inſtantly to pierce - 


her heict; whillt, on her knees, ſhe was im- 
ploring their pity and compaſſion, and entreat- 
ing to know in what ſhe had « ffended to make 
them to void of :uma: ity towards a diltrefled 
lady, whom they bad betrayed into that ſoli- 
tary place; being convinced tut her lord had 
given them no ſu.h commands: No, replied 
they, Ihat is true, nor do we know nim; 
but antonio and Fronovius have, aud we mult 
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obey them; beſides, you are an heretic, and 
ought not to live. | 

Deidamia now finding ſhe was betrayed by 
her wicked ſervants, into the hands of theſe 
mercileſs villains, and ſeeing nothing but pre- 
ſent death before her eyes, {he poured out her 
ſoul to God in vehement petitions for favour 


from his hands; and that. if he ſaw fit, ſhe 


mould live no longer here, that he would re 
*ceive her into lite eternal; and that rather, if 
it were required, ſhe might ſeal her profeſſion 
of the reformed religion, in which ſhe had 
found ſo much heavenly conſolation, with her 


| deareſt blood, than be previiled with to re- 
cant it. But thou © Lord! ſaid ſhe, who 


delivered Daniel from the fury of the lions, 
and the three children from devouring Himes, 


canit, it thou wilt, in this extremity, dever 


me from theie blood thirty men, whom I have 
in no manner injured ; but be it as thou pleas 
ſeit; fo that my departing ſoul, when it leaves 
this Wortal body, may find ſhelter in the arms 
of thy mercy. Lhe villairs, who all this 


while, had cyed her, and ſaw her lovely in 


her tears, troubled not themſelves about her 


religion, for their buſineis was to murder her; 


aud, therefore, the pretended capt in, laid, 
„ Lady, our time is ſhort, this inſtant you 


muſt die; therefore, lettle your mind for the 
fatal 


70 
fatal ſtroke:“ to this ſhe made no reply, but 


give the fatal thruſt ; 
hold of his arm and ſtopped his ſword ; 
after that, they whiſp:red ; 
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continuing on her knees, with eyes uplifte! 


to heaven, ſighs and tears being the language 


of her ſoul, his i-npious hind was about to 
but the other catched 
and, 
but, ſhe knew 
not what they ſaid, till their farther attenpt 


revealed it. 


They had no ſooner done conferring, but 4 
they violently forced her down, and prepared | 


to ravith her firſt, and then put her to death : 
her cries were upon this redoubled, and the 
begged death rather than the loſs of her chaſ- 
tity ; opening her boſom, and tempting their 
ſwords to pierce it. But her beauty in this 
ſorrowful condition, was ſs charming in their 


luſtful eyes, that they were inexorable to her 


Cries and prayers. O! had Alanſoa been but 
thete, with what vengeance, at this piteous 
fizht, would bis word have been drawa to 
their deſtruction and her reicue; but he being 
ignorant of the wounds his dear lady was a- 
bout to reccive, Heaven interpoſed for her 
reſcue: for the villains fell at diſcord who 
ſhould firſt enjoy her; and the coutelt grew 


10 hot, that they ditputed it with their {words; 


and, in the duel, the pretended captain, molt 
forward in the milchict, Was run turough the 


body 
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body; and, with a ghaſtly groan, yielded up 
his wicked ſoul into the hands of deith. The 
cther being ſorely wounded, and fainting thro? 
loſs of blood, gave Deidamia time to fly far» 
ther nto the wo.ds; wandering fo far, that, 
night covering every thing with darkneſs, ſhe 
thought he right now reſt a little to recover 
breithz and ſo fat down upon the ground: 
though tne dangers ſhe had fo lately eſcaped 
from wicked men, and thoſe that ſhe now feat- 
ed from wild beaſts, would not a long time 
ſuffler her to cloſe her eyes; however, ſhe 
ccaſed not, with earneſt prayers and ſupplica— 
tions to recommend herteif to God and im— 
plore bis aid and protection; who, by the late 
wonderful deliverance he had given her, had 


ſuſſiciently ſhewn her how able he is to ſave 


to the utmoſt, even in the midſt of the great— 
eſt dangers. The conlideration whereof was 
a mighty allay to her preſent ſorrows, in the 
midſt of that forlorn condition to which ſhe 


was reduced; ſo that, a little ſupported there- 


by, ſhe, at laſt, fell into a found ſleep; having 


no other pillow than a turf of graſs, nor co- 
vering than the canopy of heaven. The morn— 
| ing being come, Deidainia again returned 


thanks to God, both for her late deliverance, 
and her laſt vight's preſervation: earneſtly 
begging of him, that as he had graciouſly be- 


gun 


5 n 22 
. wofs:9 wy 30 - 
4 as pb” - a” 5K 
= << 
Y * > * 


—— 
= 


— 


. 
2 =O — 
by _ I 
— 
— * 
* * 


111 pas 


- — Ta ” 2 
= - 

” * 0 

= = — — 

q | PX - 
- — 
— 1 — — 
— 


72 


Taz FAENCH Co NVE RT. 


gun to deliver her, ſo he would, in his own 
good ti ne, complete it to his own glory and 
her good; and that, though at preſent her af - 
flictions were not joyous but grievous, yet, 
through God's over-ruling providence, they 


might after wards bring forth for her the peace 


able fruits of righteouſneſs; humbly deſiring 
ſhe might be kept from harbouring hard 
thoughts of God, or of his trath and ways, 


which ſhe had fo lately embraced, notwith- | 


ſtanding any ſufferings ſhe had, or might meet 
with upon that account. And, having thus 
recommended herſelf to God, (he reſolved, if 
it wcre poflible. to get out of that deſolate, 
pathllets and folitary plice; but the more ſhe 
thought to extricate herſelf, the more ſhe 
found herſelf entangled and without hopes of 
getting out. The fruits, that at that time of 
the year grew upon the trecs, ſupplied her 
with food; and the little purbag ſtreams, that 
iſſued from ſome ſprings in the wood, ſupplied 


her with drink: ſo that finding it impoſlible - 


to get away, ſhe was content to tarry there 


till the providence of God ſhould find out 


ſome way of deliverance for her; being ſatis- 
fied in this, that the comforts of converſation, 
and other conveniences that ſhe uſed to have, 
were abundantly made up in the communion 
ſhe enjoyed with God whole bleſſed preſence, 
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as ſhe has ſince confeſſed, did more than re— 1 
compence for all her outward wants; In 
the potlefſtion of which happineſs we will leave 
her for a time, and look bick to ſee What be- 
came of the ſurviving rufhan. 
His companion, as we have already heard, 
was Kille] in the contelt, about which ſhould 
A enjoy, or rather raviih Deidamia lieſt; and he 
that ſurvived tainted away through loſs of 
blood, which, as we have already related, made 
way for Deidamiy's eſcape: But he recovering 
in ſome little time, found means to ftop its et- 
fuſion; and then, miſſing of Deidamia, he 
made what ſearch he could for her, not ſo 
much to fatisty his luſt, winch his loſs of 
| blood had pretty much allayed, as to take a- 
' N way her life, that in time to come, ſhe miglit 
k | not be an evidence of his wickednets; but 
e | not finding her after all his ſearch, he buried 
t N his companion, and returned to thoſe that had 
a Þ ſet them to work; telling them, © That Dei- 
e . damia, when ſhe tound the muſt die by a ſur- 
be priſe, had ſnatched away his companion's ſword, 
it Þ aud flan him with it by an unlooked for thruſt: 
$ | But himſelf had quickly revenged it by her 
n, ' own death; and had buried them both in a 
e. deep pit, to avoid diſcovery.” This they be- 
on lieved, and gave him what they promiſed, be- 
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ing mightily pleaſed, that now they were, as 
they thought at leaſt, out of danger, 


Whi'ſt theſe thipgs were thus acted, Deida-— | 


mia's parents were exceedingly troubled, even 
to that degree, that their ſleep departed from 
them; and thoſe little flumbers that they 
ſometimes got, were interrupted with ſtrange 
and unaccountable dreams, which were alto 
attended with an unuſual melancholy, of which 


they could give no account. This made them | 


relolve to inquire after Deidami:, of whom 
they had heard nothing fince the permiſlion 
they give to Antonio to carry her to a nuns 


nery. 

But Frenovius and Antonio had been ſo |. 
cunning, to prevent their diſcovery of the vil- | 
lainy, that, or a ſum of money, they engaged | 
2 certain abbeis of Antonio's acquaiutance, to“ 
acknowledge, when there ſhould be occaſion, | 
that U.idamia had been brought thither; but, | 
that ſie had made her eſcape from thence, to þ 
that ſhe knew not what was become of her, 
nor could give any account of the reaſon of it, 
but only by a note ſhe left behind her, in her] 
chamber; which note bronovius, who, as we“ 
have already faid, had a notable faculty atÞ 


counterteitiug of hands, had writ in a hand 
o ike Deidamia's, that it could not be diſtin— 
guiſhed. They had allo given the abbeſs 3 
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ladder of ropes, by which it was pretende 1 

| ſhe had made her eſcape. Fronovius and An- 
\ tonio, having ſo well laid their deſi zu with 
the abbeis, kept poſſeſſion of Alauſon's houſe 
without controul. And, therefore, when Dei— 
damia's parents came thither to enquire after 
their daughter, taey received them with munch 
ſeeming ping and kindneſs; and Fronovius 
told them, “ That though it had unhappiiy 
fallen out, that their lady had been perverted 
to hereſy ſince che departure of the Count, 
| || her huſband; yet, he had taken that care of 
the family, in his lord's abſence, which wis 


| 


4 


. . 


cConliſtent with his duty; and that, as to his 
> | lady, the orders they hid been pleaſed to give 
to Antonio, to ſend her to a nuvnery, hid 
0 been punctually obſerved; and, he hoped, by 
0 


that means, agiinſt the coming home of their 
by | lord, [he might be again recoac:ti:d unio her 
mother Church ; out of which there is no fal- 
vation.” Tough this diſcourſe of Fronovius 


J 
|; 


= © 


„ mia were not at all ſatisfied with it ; but de- 
IF fired to tee and diicourſe with her in the nun- 
TE nery where ſhe was; which Vronovius ſeemed 
at ready to aſſent to, and with Antonio, offered 
WK their ſervice to accompany them thither 3 50 
ling them, they had given a ſtrict charge t 

* 


was very plauüble, yet the par-nts of Deicta- 


the abbeſs, to prevent any heretics from coming 
ler 8 | - 
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to her, that none might be admitted to ſpeak 
with her but themſelves, or by their immediate 
order. 

The parents being for the preſent, ſati-h-d 
with this anſwer, lay there that nizht, big with 
the hopes they had of ſeeing their daughter 
the next day; which being come, they went 
with Antonio and Fronovius to the nunnery, 
but, were extremely ſurpriſed, when they came 
thither, to hear the abbeis ſay, that the young 
lady had been too hard for her, and, rotwith- 
ſtar ding all her care and dilipenice; h il found 
a way to make her eſcape but the day before; 
and then led them into the garden, ſhewingtbein 
the ladder of ropes ſhe got over the Wal byz and 
then taking them into a room, that he called 
her chamber, gave them the note which Fro- 
novius left with her, aſking her parents it they 
knew that hand; they haitily opene it, ud 
thought verily it had been Deidamia's writing; 

and then Nenn found it to contain theſe 


words : 

Hf. © been forced to this place againſt 
my mind aud confcience, let nane be 

troubled, that | have found means to fet my— 

lelt at liberty; and am gone to him, who, no 

doubt, will right me of the injury dong me by 

my treacherous ſervants. Deild ul. 
| tier 
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Her parents, upon reading this letter, belie- 


ving it to be true, burſt forth into tears for the 
loſs of their daughter, not knowing now in 
what part of the country to ſeek for her: 
the only hope they had wis, that ſhe was gone 


into Flanders to her huthind ; to which opi— 


nion, Fronovius and Antonio both p-rſuaded 
them, from that expreſſion in the note, “ I am 
gone to him that will right my igjurics.“ Upon 
which, giving Fronovius a charge to be a 
faithſul ſteward in his lord's ablence, they re— 
turned to their own houle z where they weit 
the following letter to the Count, and ſent it 
by an expreſs to Flanders. 


To the Count De Alanſon, Colonel of che Re- 
giment of Picardy. 


Deareſt San, 
* is not without unexpreſſible grief that we 

write theſe lines, which bring you the {al 
tidings of the greateſt aflliction that ever befel 
you ; and which, without the Divine aid, you 
will find it very hard to bear; but, I hope, 
heaven will ſupport you under it. It is, in 
brief, the loſs of Deidimia. I do not mean 


by death, for, had heaven ordaiaed it ſo, that 
would have been far more eligible : But, alas! 
ſhe is loſt both to herſelf and all of us; and, 
. ſhe- 
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ſhe is, ſince your departure, perverted to hes 
rely «nd turned an obſtinate Hug onot ; winch, 
whillt we endeavoured to reclaim ber from, 
by conſenting, upon the advice of your chap— 
Jain, father Antouto, that ſhe ſhould be put 
into a nunnery, {h: is eſcaped from thence, no 
one knows Whither. Ihe thought thereof 
has filled the hearts of mytelf and wife with 
ſuch incxpreſſible grief and ſorrow, as hath 
rendered us altogether unconiolable. Our 
only remaining hope is that ſhe may be gone 
to you; and that, if you have not already, 
you may yet hear of her in a few days; for 


nunnery of St. Bricget's, whither Fronovius 


note: 


which were forged by Frouovius. 


It is this note alone that gives us ground 
to hope that you may ſee her again; and, 19 


ſhepherd; d, by your wontcd love and ten- 
dernets. (cards nher, eudeavour to reſtore her 


ag in 


| the left behind her in her chamber, at the 


and Antonio conducted her, the following 


[Here they inſerted the foregoing words, | 


pray Goc, it may fall cur accordingly. And, | 
Whenever this Joſt ſheep ſhall be found again, 
doubt not, but you will liy her in your bo- 
ſon, acceidipg to the example of our great 
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again to the true fold and church of Chri't ; 
to whoſe protection I commit you, and fo 
farewel. 


J. Mo N rTAIT G Ne. 


The Count Alanſon was fo tranſported with 
grief at the reading of this letter, that for 
ſome time he remained ſpeechleſs. flis trou- 
ble was too great to vent itſelf in words; ſtill 
waters being always the d-cpeit : bur ſoon af— 
ter, his ſorrow gave itſelf vent in the mot 
paſſionate and fechng complaints; and then, 
calling for pen and ink, he wrote the foliows 
ing letter to his father, 


Alanſon to Sieur Montzign. 
Stn, 


Received your letter the contents whereof 
hive brought that grief and forrow to my 


heart that will continue there for ever, unleſs 


the fight of my deareſt Deidamia removes it. 
Her beiog turned Hugonot, is not that which 
| gives me much trouble; it rather inakes me 
think cbere 18 fometbing of good in thoſe o- 
1 or elle, fo much goouneſs and virtue 
as that of Deidamia's could never have em- 
braced them. Had you but let her alone 1a 
my houſe, 1 had been happy till; but your 

ö endea- 
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endeavouring to reclaim her has been the ruin 


of us both: I am fo tranſported with grief 
and anger, that I know not what to write, nor | 


would I write at all, but come away imm di- 
ately, were it not for the hopes you give me 
from the note found 1a the chamber of my 
deareſt Derdimna, © that ſhe was gone to him 
that would right her injuries,“ and that can. be 
none but myſelf. Might I but recover her a- 


gain, ſhe ſhould not be miſtaken in her thoughts. 


It is in hopes of her coming that lam content to 


ſtay here a little longer: for it is Deidamia a- 


lone can make me happy. Farewel. 
ArLANSs Ox. 


The meſſenger being returned with Alan— 
ſon's letter, it adminiſtered freth grief to Dei- 
damia's parents, For they thereby found, 
that by too eaſily yielding to Antonio's deſigns, 


they had not only loſt their daughter, but the 


aſſections of their ſon-in-law, lu this ſtite we 
will no leave them and make Deidamia a vi- 
ſit in her ſorrowful ſolitude. 

Deidamia, being in that lonely place, each 
day removed her habitation, until, at laſt, ſhe 
found a cave to ſccure herſelf from the inju- 
ries of the weather; and, it was a quict reſt- 
ing place for her in the night ſeaſon, for by 
ſhutting up the mouth of the cave, the cover- 


ed 


) 
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ed herſelf from all danger; which {he looked 
upon, and thanked God for, as 2 great mers 
cy; and living upon the fruits which grew in 


the wood, (as] 1ai1 before) the ſpent her time 


wholly 1n prayer ind med:tation; and though 
her diet and lodging was extremely changed, 
yet her health was both continued and increa- 
ſed; and the found that pro niſe ma le good 
unto her, © As thy day is fo hall thy Rrength 


: be 99 


She had now lived almoſt four mouths in 
this ſolitude; and the winter approaching, 
began to make the woods uncomfort able, and 
the cold extremely nipping: ſo that Deida- 
mia was forced often to wal apace to get 


her a heat. Une day, as ſhe had waiked tar- 


ther than ordinary, the 4iicov-red ſome kind 


of an obicyure path he had not ſeen before; 


and, though the knew not whither it would 
lead her, thc was reſolved to follow the tract. 
She travelled to far that day, that it was in 
vain for her to th nk of returning to her be— 
loved cave, Where {he had lain ſo many nights; 
and, therefore, making the bett thitc that the 
could, the fit dw upon the ground, and, 
recommending herſelf to the Almighty's pro- 
tection, conpoted herſelf to reſt. The next 
morning lhe arole as ſoon as it wis light, and 
travelling torward, perceived her path to be 
lik 


. 


\ 


82 Tur FRENCH CoNY EAT: 


like that of the jus r, which the wiſe man 
tells us,“ ſhines more and more unto the per- 


fect day.“ And, ſhe was encouraged to go 
on, becauſe {he fincied he heard the barkiag 
of dogs; and, after travelling a little farther, 


ſhe was well aſſured it was a real thing, and 


not fancy only ; and, therefore, ſhe purſued 
her journey the more eagerly: The ſun had 


not come to its meridian, when ſhe heard an 
unuſual ruſhing among the buthes, and ſtand , 


ing ſtill to know what it might mean, ſhe per- 
ceived a grave old man, witi two dogs fuilows 
ing him, come from among the trees They 
were both alike ſurpriſed at the interview z 


for the old man, having never fen any hu nan 


creature in that place before, could not but 


be amazed to ſee a woman coming from the 


midit of the wood; and, therefore, addreih ig 
bimſelf to her, he inquired by what im1-for- 
tune the came tnither? .ntreating her not, to 
be afraid, for ſhe ſhould receive no harm from 
him. Deidamia, upon this, looking earn-ltly 
upon him, and perceiving his carriage, and de- 
meauour to be what became the gravity of 
his years, ihe told him, ſhe was, indcec, in a 
wild place, and new not the way out again. 
To tis the od man replied, if he would go 
Witt bun to his nowely cottage, his wife would 
conduct her out of the wood. Deidamja pre- 
tently 
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ſently accepted of his kindneſs, and went with 


him. And after they had gone about the 


ſpace of a mile, they came to his houſe, where 
the good old woman (who was ſomewhat ſur- 
pritcd to fee ber huſband bring a ſtranger along 
with him) roſe up, and received her very cour- 
tcoully, deſiring her to fit down and refreſh 
berleif with ſuch homely fare as me cottage 
afforded, which ſhe did; and then“aſked her 
farther, how {he came into that place. Dei— 
damia delired they would alk her no queſtions, 
for the relation of her ſtory would but renew 
her grief; only, thus much the would let 
them know, that her being there alive was 
the effect of God's providence in delivering 
her from wicked and blood thirſty men that 
ſought to take away her life. Upon which, 
perceiving her to be full of grief, they aſked 
her no more queſtions; but {finding her very 
weary, they led her into a howely, but clean 
apartment, to repoſe herſelf upon the bed 


Deidamia was mighty thoughtful what this 


aged couple might be; and, whether or no 


for her apparel's fake, and that gold, and thoſe 


jewels ſhe had about her, ſhe might not fall 


into as great a danger as that ſhe had former. 
ly eſcaped 3 and though ſhe was, at firſt, glad 


of their company, ſhe could have withed her- 
{lt in her beloved cave agaia. But her fears 


Were 


; * . ” *». 
r er WO” rt ra, | *. 


94 TRE FRENCH CONVERT». 


were quickly over; when, by a French Bidle, 
and oiner good books ſhe found in her room, 
and, by the hearty prayers of the good old 
man at vight, ſhe perceived they were Hugo 


nots; who had fled into that ſolitary retire - 


ment for the fake ot their religion. This mae 
her be much more free with them, bl-ſſing 
Go tor his providence in bringing her thither; 
and reſolving to continue there till ſhe could 


mect with an opportiuity to return home to 


the arnis of her deare!t Alanſon: and the old 
couple, having uaderitooi her hiſtory more 
fully, by thur pity and coma:iteration, made 
her above with them more caſy; and the com— 
munion the had with them 16 the things of a» 
nother worl-i, weancd har from this in a great 
meaſure. So chat here ſhe took up her abode, 


and continued with them not only that wins * 


ter, but the year following, until ſhe was 
found out by her, beloved Alanſon; to whom 
It is time that we now return. 


The Count Alanlon having tarried at the 


camp a whole month after the receiving of his 
father-1n-law's letter, in expectation of ſeeing 
his dearctt Deidaia, began now to be impa— 
tient of tarrying any logger; and, indeed, 
during all that time, he was fo much changed 


in his carriage, humour and converſation, that 


all thole with whom he utcd to converſe in 
the 


© > RA 
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the cxmp took notice of it, he haviag win lone 
ed himſelf to an extreme melincholy ; there 

fore, deüting of the king to go home, both 
for the recovery of his health, aud for the ſet- 
tling ſome atl.irs in is family, he catily ob- 
tained it; and ſoon after, though with-a hea— 

vy heart, arrived there: where his firſt buſi— 
nets was to enquire after Deidamit; but none 

. of the tervants could give any account of her, 

but Fronovius and Antonio, who gave him 

the tame :ccount thit had been ſent him by 
his father-in-law ; after which, he fternly alk 
ed them, © How they durit ditpoſe of their la— 
dy and miſtrets, contrary to her will, without 
his conſent or knowledge?“ telling them, 
“ he feared, by the note ihe had written, it 


| was their treachery that was the occaſion of 
her loſs; which, if he could hut be confirmed 
in, he would take care they ſhould receive a 
T puniſh nent ſuitable to the greatneſs of their 


| crimes.” At which Fronovius and Antonio 
MN» began to tremble, and make tac beit excules 
3 | for themſelves they could; alledging the con- 
4 ſent of her parents for what they did. But 
- | that did not all tatisfy Alanſon, who ſoon dif- 
„ charged them from his ſervice, and reſolved to 
| travel in ſearch of Deidamia, though he knew 
t Þ not which way to bend his courſe : But, af- 
1 ter many a tedious journey, inquiring amongit 
e HS - thoſe 


86 THE FRENCH CoNVERT. 


thoſe who were favourers of Hugonots, he 
could hear no tidings ot her; fo that, full of 
grief and ſorrow, he led a retired melancholy 
life in his own houſe, abſenting bimfelf from 
all company, and mourning like a turtle that 
had loſt his mate, though his friends, by all 
means poſlible, endeavoured to comfort him; 
perſuading him to ſurceaſe his grief, for that 
it was probable Deidamia, by ſome misfortune 
or other was dead; ard, therefore, they advi- 
ſed him to think of a ſecond marriage, as that 
which would reftore his former gajety, and 
make him forget Deidamia. But, the more 
thcy endeavoured to perſuade him, the more 


he was reſolved to the contrary ; and, there- 


fore to avoid their continued importunities, 
he fixed his refolution once more to travel in 
gueli ot her; which accordingly he did but 
v.thout ſucceſs; and, therefore, he reſolved to 


return again to his own houſe, and there ſpend. 


the reminder of his days in ſolitude. 


But, as he was returning home, in his way, 


e met with a vaſt concourſe of people, and 
demending the occaſion of it, he was told a 
cxin,:n2l was going to be broken on the wheel, 
for a murder he had committed; upon which, 
curiclity led him to fee the execution; and 
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eycs pon him, and ſtraightway knew him to 


be 


g pretty near, the malefactor caſt his 
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red to murder her, to which end tacy Carricd 
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be Alanſon, the huſb end of Deidamia; and 
being ſmicten with remorſe of contcience, he 
beckaned Alanſon to come near, and hunbly 
begged his pardon for the wrong he hid done 
him. At this, Alanſon both ſtarted and fell 
a trembling, fearing it was for her murder the 
criminal was to die; but co:ning nearer, the 
malefactor aſked him, If he had heard any 
news of his lady ?” and then in tears contet- 
ſed, © That himſelf and another had been hi- 


her into a great wand, (which he named to 
him) but, by a miracuious providence, ſhe e- 


caped out of their hands; that afterwards he i | 


had reported to thoſe that ſet him to work, 
that he had actually mardered her: for which 


he received the reward; but Which way ſhe | 


eſcaped, he knew not; aud that this was about 
two years ſince.“ ihe Count urged him to 
tell the names of thoſe that had ſo hircd 
him; but he ſaid, © He had ſworn upon the 


holy ſacrament of the altar never to diſcloſe 


them: and that he feared damm tion if he 
ſhouid : Only, faid he, this 1 may ſay, wich- 
out breaking my oath, they were two perſous 
in whom you have put a great deat ot couſi— 
dence.” And then toleninly attetted, © that 
What he ſaid was the truth ;*% aud ſoon after 
Was executed. | 
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This dying criminal's confeſſion conſirmed 
Alanſon that Deidamia had been treacherouſly 
carried thither, either from bis houfe or the 
nunnery; and he no longer doubted that Fro- 
novius and Antonio were the perſons that had 
Hired villians to murder her; and, therefore, 
though they hal been removed from his ſer- 
vice ſome time, yet he was reſolved to purſue 
them, in order to bring them to juſtice ; but, 
firlt he intended to make a freſh ſearch after 


Deidamia, the criminal having given him an 


account where ſhe eſcaped from them; and, 
therefore, he thought, if the was ſtill alive, the 
might be ſomewhere in the vicinity of that 
wood ; to it, therefore, he bended his courſe; 
and being ar:ived and ſeeing how valt a place 
it was he perc-ived it would be difficult to 
nnd her, even though ſhe was there ; yet, at 
his entering in, he conceived ſome hopes in his 
mind, tha: he ſhould not loſe his labour. 
Whereupon alighting, and giving his horſe to 
his ſervant, (who had attended him in all his 


melancholy travels) and charging him to at- | 


tend there till he came back, he went into the 
wood alone, and found himſeit entangied a- 
mongſt thickets, briars, aud buſhes; yet {till 
he went on, ſearching every cave and ſolitary 
place, often calling out, Deidamia ! till dark- 
neſs coming on, made him think of returning 

to 
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to his man; but he found he wis 95408 th) 

far to retreat back in time, and, tierefor?, ra» 
ſolved to go forward: and being, no doubt, 
guided by provi.ience, he happened upon that 
cave where Deidamia had fo often bewailed 

his abſence, and mourned her on fo itery 
ſtate; and there he reſted his weary and ird 
body for thit night, reſolving to purine his | 
ſearch the n-xt morning; Which being co ne, "1 

"+ Juſt as he was going out of the cave, he per- | 
 _ ceived ſomething ſparkle very brizhtly on the 
| ground, which he took up; an! looking on 


| it in the open light, he found it to be a loctet 4 
| of diamonds which he hal formerly giv nh #1 
> | Deidamia, which the unwitting'y had dropt. 14 
there. The finding of this filled hin wich 4 
> | ſome tranſports of joy, as looking upon it 1s 0 | 
0 an earneſt of his good ſucceſs in finding the 1 
S | owner: thereupon he often repeat.d her ua ne o 
* | very loud, but could receive no anſwer but by * | 
> & ſome broken echoes, and therefore went on he 114 
23 knew not whither; but being directe l by the 1 f 
F ſame providence that had before condutte 1 him | 
© | to the cave, when he had wandered {5 far | ; 
* | that he was alnotft hopelets, he was luddenly 1 
| ſet upon by two whiilliaz cars, wich, upon | | 
* offering to dra v his (word, ran away barking 44 
— from hin; wich he purſulng, came in a lic i f 
3 tle time, to a path, where he coald diſcern * 
0 | | H ? | che | 
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the footiteps of human creatures, which very 
much revived his hopes, and encouraged him 
Ii! to go on. He had not gone far before he 
diſcerned ſmoxe to iNlue from a ſmall cottage 
to which, as he approached nearer, he was 
again ſaluted Hy the furious barking of thoſe 
dogs which he had before purſued, This Wes 
the cottage where Deidami. relhided ; who, upon 
the varkin,” of tho e dogs, looking out to tee 
what was the matter, eſpied Alanſon co ning 
towards her, and, the idea of his image being 
continually in her breaſt, ſhe no ſoouer tiw, 
but krew him; and runding into his arms in 
an excels of joy, was only able to cry out, 
Ah! my dear lord Alanſon: but exceſs of 
Joy proves ſometimes fatal; and it had like to 
have done ſo to Deidainiu, for fhe immediate» 
ly ſwooned away in his arms. The dogs ſtill 
contiuued their bukiog, which allo cauſed 
the good old woman of the cottage to lee 
what the cauſe was. She was extremely fur- 
priſed to fee a genteel ranger there, and Det- 


what haſte ſhe could to enduavour her reco- 
very, deſiring Alanſon to bring her into the 
houfe; which he immediately did, telling the 
good woman, that he was Deidamia's huſb nd, 


Deidamia's ſtory) was very glad to hear, It 
Was 2 conſiderable time before Deidamia could 


damia fainting in his arms; however, ſhe made 


which ſhe (being very well acquainted wh 


be 
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be brought to herſelf; which fo Huch died 
the Count, thut he was almolt realy to taint 
away himſelf. But his lady being avain recoe 
vered; Alanſon with a thonfand kills ant ene 
dearing expreſlions, aſlured her of the truth, 
reality, and conſtancy of his HT tions towards 
her; whilſt ſhe, on the other haud, ſeeme to 
be the moſt ſatished creature in the world, in 
that ſhe had once more ſeen her qeareſt lord 
defiring hin not th be troubled at 
her fainting away, lnce it was only occaſions 


QT 


ed by the excels of joy ſhe conceived int eng 
him again; and that death ielt would have 


been eaty to her upon ſo hippy an occalion; 
and eſpecial y dying in his arms. 

Whilſt in this munner they were expreſſing 
the ardency of thor affections to eich other, 
the good mam of the houſe came home, and 
being told by his wife that Deidamia's hutbind 


was there, he was 0v-1joyetl ; and courteoully 


ſaluted Alauſon, telling him, „he was ſure 
he was a welcome man there to them all; 


but eſpecially to Deidamia who had long 
mourned his abſence. Atanſon kindly thinks» 


ed him, and told him, he ſhould cver honour 
him as the refuge and preferver of his dear la» 
dy. And, after ſuch civilic::s on each fide 
peſſed, the good woman tet before him, ſuch 
bouely rctrefhincut as ſhe had prepares on the 
table: Alanſon cat but little, Deidamia's pres 
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ſence being more to him than all the diinties 
in the worl4; yet, perceiving with what coarſe 
fare his lady had been there contented, he 
praiſed her humility, and wondered at her 
virtue. Dinner being er deJ, Alanſon was 
concerned for his ſ:rvant, whom he had left 
in the entrance of the wood, and would have 
gone back to him; but the good old man 
would by no means let him, telling him he 
would go bimſelf, becauſe he better knew the 


way, and could more eaſily find it; and fo, 
taking his dogs along with him, he went ac- 


cordingly: The man having waited at the en- 
trance of the wood, from the time that his 
maſter went into it, till the next morning. 
and hearing nothing of him, leaving his horſes 
in the fields adjoining to the wood, reſolved to 
find him out; and having got a good way, 
he met the old gentleman, who was coming 
to him; and inquiring of him for his maſter, 


whom he deſcribed; he told him, he had both 


ſeen, and was come? from him, to conduct him 


where he was, and that he found his lady; 


at this the ſervant was very glad, and joytul- 
ly went along with him, After the old gea— 
tleman was youe for the ſervant, the Count 
and his lady went into the woods, and there 
ſhe gave him a particular account of all her 
ſorrows and ſutt.rings fince his departing from 


* | her, 
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ber, and the reaſon of her ſtayiog where ſhe 
Was; viz. the old g-ntleman not daring to 
go out of the woodl'twith her, he being a pro- 
ſer bed perſon; and to go without him was 
to endanger her own life; beſides, ſhe knew 
not how Antonio might have ordered matters, 
having the pretence of hereſy to lay to her 
cherge; and that, hearing nothing of him in 
a'l this time, he thought his affections might 


„ have been eſtringed from her. But àlanſon 


aſſurcd her of the contrary, telling her, he 
could not but wonder at the unparalled vil— 
lainy of Fronovius and Antonio, and that he 
had turned them out of his ſervice ſoon after 
he came home from the camp. After which, 
the old gentleman and Alanſon's ſervant, be- 


ing, as before related, arrived at the cottage, 


the evening was far ſpent; aud ſo they all be- 
took themſelves to reſt. 5 

he next moraing, Alanſon was preparing 
for his return home: but, before they went, 
their aged landlord would needs have them 


» ſtay and dine; and, in diſcourſe, told him, 


He was once a tenant of his tather's; but, by 
cruel edicts, was forced not only to leave that 
farm, but his paternal inheritance ; ſuff.rivg 
the ſpoils and loſs of all, for the fake of Caritt 
and a good contcience z and, in this ſolitary 
retirement, had enjoyed more true peace and 
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ſatisfaction, than in all the pleaſare of his fore- 
paſt life. lhe Count then aſked him his 
name? which he told him was De la Moat ; 
upon which, he preſently knew and e:nbraced 
him, ſaying, © That though himſelf was of the 
Romiſh perſaiſion, yet he bad often pitied his 


ſufferings ; adding, That it was given out, he 


died in priſon.” The pious Deidamia, from 
this diſcourſe, took an occaſion to ſay, * Abt! 
my deareſt lord, you fee what a cruel and 


mercileſs religion it is that you profeſs, and | 


which, thro' the goodneſs of God, | hive late» 
ly departed from,” I am not ſurpriſed, 
jaid Alanſon, at what you fayg tor J was in- 


formed in Flanders that you 12 changed your 
religion.“ 


© I with to God, repited Deida- 
mia, that yourſelf, my dearett lord, was like- 
wile made partaker of the ſame happy change.“ 
Upon this Monſ. De la Mont put in, and laid 
down ſuch weighty reaſons for the truth of 
the reformed religion, and againit the errors 


of the Church of Rome, that it encouraged 
Deidamia farther to go on, and ſhew the vici- 
ouſnets aud dehauchciy of the Romiſh clergy, . 
their bloo y priaciples, nd periccating ſpirit; 


ſo that alanſon wis forced to contefs, that 
what was alle, ged againſt their practices was 


true; but as to ther priuciples (.bating that 


of perſecution) ne believed they migut be mile 


1 


taken: 
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taken: Upon which Deidamia replied, “ I am 
I glad my dear lord, to find yon are againſt 
| perſecution; 1 hope, then, you will be willing 
1 ſhall enjoy the liberty of my conſcience, the 
only happineſs I have had in this ſolitary re- 
| tirement ; and that you will not go about to 
1 compel me to go to maſs, which I will rather 
| Þ choole to die than do” To this Alanſon re— 
4 plied, © That he was no ſuch bigot as to think 


. that thoſe that ſfincercly worfhipped God, ac- 
cording to the beſt of their underſtanding, as 


I be was confident Deidamia did, might not be 
> | accepted of him, tho' of a different opinion 
ö from himſelf: And as to compel her to go to 


mals, if by arguments he could not perſuade 
her to it, he ſolemnly Aer: he never would 


ule any other means.” 

And being now ready to depart, Alanſon 
: offered La Most ſtore of gold, for their kind- 
© | neſs to his lady while ſhe had been with them; 
3 | which he abſolutely refuſed, fay:ng, her conver» 
1. ſation had been fo agrecable, that they were tke 
- a>.pcrions who had been oblig.d. So hat leave be- 


2 ing taken, and La Niont praying that God 
; would go along with them and make their 
0 Way proſperous, they parted: And coming 
8 out of the wood, the ſervant readily found tne 
t horſcs 3 and, Deidamia getting up behind her 
; lord, they made the beit of their way towards 

Alanſon's 
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that Count Alanſon's lady was depraved with 


family, and cut off from all intereſt in it; and, 
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Alanſon's houſe; where they were received ta] 
with the rejoicing of their acquaintance, and | ft 
much more of her; arents, to whom ia a day | he 
or two they made a viſit z Deidamia being re- | w 
ceived by them as one rifen from the dead, hi 
And, the ſtory of their daughter's troubles be- hi 
ing all related to them, they could not but | re 
admire the providence of God in preſerving | as 


her, and wonder at the monſtrous wickediiels þ. ha 


of Fronovius and Artonio, who, upon their Þ be 
hearing of the confeſſion of the dyiog crimi- þ fe: 


minal, bad withdrawn themſelves from their | he 
former reſidences. And Antonio (the better | he 
to elcape deſerved puniſhment for his luſtful 0 11)! 


attempts upon Deidamia's chaſtity) west pri» 
vately to the Biſhop of Rheims, and told hm 


hercly; in which ſhe was ſo much counte- 
nanced by her lord, that himſelf, for endea- 
vouring to reclaim her, was turned out of the 


therefore, came humbly to beg bis protection « 
againſt ſo powerful an adverſary ; ſince what 
he had done, was only out of zeal to promote 
the catholic religion. The Biſhop received 
him into his protection, and writ a ſharp let- 
ter to the Count about it; who, having re- | 
ceived it, believed jt was done by the inſtiga- J Tel 


tion of Antonio, whom he heard he had enter- W. 


tained; 


\ 
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tiined ; and being troubled that ſo great a villain 
ſhould find any countenance from the Biſhop, 
he writ back again to know the names of thoſe 
who had fo injuriouily informed him agaiuſt 

| tis lady; bat the Bichop would not gratify 

him fo far in his deſires. This ina le the Conant f 
return him a ſecond letter, written in a more 1 

angry Ryle, declaring, * That, it he could not f 

. have juitice from him, the king i uſelf thould 

5 be acquainted with it, and by him he would 

Þ I feck recreis,” This to nettled the Bunvp, tnat 


. he ſent examiners to interrogate his lady about 
- | her religion; of which the Count having t5.ne 
| | ivtimation, tent her to her parents, who were 
extremely troubled at theſe frech m:sfortu as, 
1 þ and migatily fcandaiized. at the villainy of An- 
\ | tonio, and the Biſhop's protecting him from 
- | juſtice, grew thereupon very cold in the pro— 
- þ feflivn of the Popich religion; wich fo turi- 
e | oully perſecuted innocence and virtue, and 
„ | countenaaced tie greateſt wiccedae's: This 
n the prous Deidamia wilely 1mprovcyd, aad fo 


t eftcctually wrovght with them, by her warn 
e and zealous diſcourſes, that through the ope- 
4 ration of God's Holy Spirit :fit.ting her, they 
t | were brought over to the embraciag ot the truth. 
= The Bithop's examincis being diſappointed, 


- returned back without their errand 3 upon 
re | Which the Biihop tareatcned to excoimaunir 
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cite both Alanſon and his family; and was 
ſoon after as gocd as his word. Upon this tic 
Alanſon poſts away to the king, who was then | pl. 
at Marly, where he complained of the injury ; We 
done him by the Bp. of Rheims, both in ex- F wi 
communicating him, and protecting a villain- OV 
ous criminal from juſtice. But, it ſecms the 
Biſhop had been before hand wit' him, and j tel 
made his complaint fiſt, For the king recei- |} un 
ved him very coldly ; and told him the Bp, ric 
of Rheims was a good man, and he left Eis“ 
buſineſs wholly to tim. en wiich Alauſon 
returned homie much diſcontented, and found, 
that in his abſence, freſh learch hid been made 
in lis houſe for his lady, tho' without ſucceſs. 
Then he went to the Biſhop hinielf, and bold- . 
ly charged him with entertaining a wicked |? 
perſon to the prejudice of his honour; telling 
him, who he was, and declared his crimes, deſi- 
ring, he might be brought forth, and his lady 
ſhould appear. But the Biſhop retuſing this and 
telling him his lady was accuſed of hereſy and he 
ot countenancing it. The Count in a kind of 
holy anger, told him, That religion could not 
de of God wich encouraged villainy and 
fought the deliruction of them who were vir— 
tuous. At this the Biſhop ſtormed, and told 
him, “ 1 hat be thould be anſwered in another 
manner.“ And ſoon after, he had ſecret no- 
„ dies 
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is | tice from Court, „That, upon a freſh com- 
n | plaint of the Biſhop's, both he and his lady 
| were proſcribed as Hugonots ; and that, not- 
-. | withſtanding his friend's interceſſion and his 
\* ; own former merits, his places were taken a- 
e © way, and his eſtate ordered to be ſeized, as a 
1 | terror to others.” Alanſon, finding himſelf 
- | unable to withſtand this ſtorm, packed up the 
. richeſt of his effects, and privately ſent them 
; eto his wife's father, where ſhe was all this 
\ | while concealed, and then followed after him- 
7 ſelf: Where, having declared the great injuſ- 
7 tice he had met withal, contrary to all religt:- 
on, honour, honeſty and conſcieac:, he then 
told his relations, he was refolved, by God's 
help, to embrace that religion for which he 
had been a ſufferer before he was a profzflor 
for that religion could not be of God, that 
did fo evidently {-t up the kingdom of the 
devil.“ at which they all rejuiced, and Dei» 


. damia more eſpecially ; who paſſionately em- 


ere of the ſame mind with him: At which 


their advertaries ſhouid come thitner to ſearch 
for them, they withdrew into a {mill vitlage, 
and lived obicurely, While La Mont could 
hear of a convenient veſſel to tranfport then into 
2 county where they migat enjoy more liberty. 


/ 1 2 You 
| 


" bracing him, laid, „ Her father and mother 


Alanſon was the more encouraged. But, lealt 
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You have heard how Bernard, the gardens. þ 
er, was fold to a maſter of a ſhip belonging to | 
one of the French plantations in the Weſt In- 
dies; before we conclude, we will briefly ſhew 
how God's Providence watched over him for 
good alſo. In his voyage at fea they met with 
10 extraordinary a ſtorm, that all exp-e.. pre- 
ſent death; but Bernard was very calm, put- 
ting up his fervent prayer to Almighty God, 
which was followed by a very great ſerenity 
and calmneſs. This made the matter rejpect 
him, and oftentimes diſcourſe vith him; his 
behaviour being always ſyber, and his dilcourte 
favoury. The maſter having made his voyage, | 
Told Bernard for a ſlave, and having ilaid there ! 
about two months, returned again to France; 
but the diſcourics and behaviour of Bernard had | 
made ſo deep an impreſſion in his mind, that 
he was greatly troubled for having fold him; 
:nijoniuch, that he could not reit, until he had 
taken a ſolemn reſolution the next voyage he 
made to bring tum back; and, accordingly, * 
the next year making another voyage thither, or 
' he made it his buſineſs to enquire after him 
and, havipg found him, aſked it he was wil- 
ling to have his liberty and return to his own 
country: Bernard replied, he never was in 
love with flavery; but was contented under 
it, u hilſt God's providence ordered it ſo; but 
| Qik 
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1+. | If he might have his liberty, he would chooſe 
0 it rather. Whereupon the maſter paid his 

* ranſom, and brought him back to France; nor 
was he a loſer by it; for, as a recompence 
for his kindneſs, it pleaſed God to make Ber— 
nard an inſtrument to open his eyes, and bring 
him to the acknowledgment of the truth. Bur- 
nard being got again into his own country, 
made it his whole buſineſs to enquire after the 
welfare of Alanſon's f.mily, and being told of 
the ſufferings that had lately befallen them, 
he was extremely grieved; tho', at the fame 
time, he could not but rejoice thit they fſuf- 
fered in ſo good a cauſe. And, ſpeaking os 
them to ſome of his old Chriſtian friends, he 
was told by one of them, that both the Connt 
and his lady lived obſcurely and in diſguiſe 
in the neighbouring village, and that, if he had 
a mind to fee them, he would give him a note 
to the gentleman of the houſe, upon which 
| he ſhould have admittance to them; or other- 
, & wile they would not be ſpoken with by any 
one. Bernard gladly accepted of his friend's 
; | KFindaefs, and ſtraightway went to the houle, 
and delivered: the gentleman the note; the 
pur port of which was this; © hat he had 
known the bearer many years for a faithful! 
friend and brother, and thit he had beea tors 
merly Count Alanſon's tervant, and had a gre-t 
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defire to ſee his lady; which he might ſafely 
let him do.” 


Upon reading th's note, the gentleman de- 


ſired him to come in, and ſent up one of his 
ſervants to acquaint Deidamia there was one 
below deſired to ſpeak with her; upon which 
Bernard was preſentiy calied up. 

Deid mia was mightily ſurpriſed to ſce Ber- 


nard, whom ſhe thought the ſhould never have 


ſcen more, and very much rejoiced at it; in- 


troducing him to her lord, and afterwards to 


her parents, who all made very much of bim, 
and were glad to ſce him. And, having com- 
 mumnicated tle various providences of God to 
one another ſipce they had been parted, th y 
all blefl.d the Lord for his goodneis, and for 
his wonderful Works to the children of men 
and aiterwards c nfulted how to procure a 
vellcl to couvey them out of denger. 

Bernard gave them an #ccouit, that the 
maſter of the veſſel which brought bim back 
to France was allo converted; nd that now 


his veffel J y ready to fail for Denmaik ; and , 


| he was ſure he would be glad to ſerve ela 
To this they ali agreed, and thereupon B rnord 
Went iu me diately to the maſter of the lip; 
who readily conſented to carry them, and or- 
dered their goods to be brought preiently, 
and themiclves to come aboard at midhight; 
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at which time Bernard conducted them to the 
ſhip, and then went aboard with them in qua- 
lity of their fervant; and, ſoon after, the wind 
ſerving, they ſet tail for Denmark; where, bee 
ing arrived, and tarrying a few days, they his- 
red a Dutch veil: 1 to carry them to Rotterdam, 


Which being a plcaſint place, and a very good 
air, they reſolved to ſettle there. 


— A — — — 


„ Thus, courteous reader, thou haſt heard a 


bricf but true relation of the mercy and good- 
neis of God to that noble family, which 1s the 
ſubject of this narrative; and he that reads it 
throughout ſerioully, will find cauic to make 
the ſame vbicrvations that Daniel did of old: 
« Mark the perfect man, and behold the ups 
right, for the end of that man is peace; which 
the 4poitic dt, James farther exemplifies in his 
epitile ; “ You have heard of the patience of 
Job, aud have fcen the end of the Lord, how 
he 1s very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” Here 
you have ſcen the great diltreſs of Deidamia 


aud, bere you have ſceu the goounels of God 


in her deliverance. Hefe you have ſeen the 

Count Alauior riflcd of Jil his cltate aud poſ- 

{ſetlion.z and here you have ſcen how God 
bas gracioully mage it up. in giving him toat 

ta.th winch is fat more precious than the gold 

that peritheth, But, I cauuot conclage, with- 

| out 


and from thence they went by boat to Utrecht; 
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out giving you an account of the judgment of 


God upon Fronovius and Antonio, that others 
may fear and give glory to God. 


Fronovius, after the ſeizure of Alanſon's: 


eſtate, and his departure into Holland, return - 
ed into thoſe parts; but, finding himſelf ha- 
ted by all men for his villainy, he retired into 
Normandy; where, ſoliciting his landlord's 
daughter to yield to his Juſt, and ſhe refuſing 


it, he took an opportunity to raviſh her; for 


which he was hanged without the gates of 
Roan. 
And, as for Antonio, tho” he eſcaped the 


juſtice of men, he could not eſcape the judg- 
for, falling diſtracted, a little 


ment of God; 
time after, he confeſſed it was God's judgment 
upon him for the miſchief he had wrou, ht a» 
gainſt his lord Alavion and his virtuous lady; 
laying, © They had taken a way to be laved, 


but he was ſure to be damned: and ſo, daih- 


ing out his own brains againſt a wall, he died 
miſerably. Both of them ver:itving the words: 


of the inſpired penman; * Is nt detiruction to 


the wicked, and a Rirange puuiſhment to che 
WOIKET> OL wiguity.” 
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FA brief Account of the preſent Perſecutions 


v3 -- of the FRENCH PROTESTANTS. 
s | H E reſtleſs malice of the great enemy 
4 of mankind againſt the church of God, 


aas been ſufficiently manifeſted in all ages of 
» | tlie world; and began to exert itfelf firſt of 
all in Cain, who killed his bro:her Avel, be- 
r 7 cauſe his own decds were wicked, and his bro- 
> | _ther's righteous ; as the holy ſeriptures inform 
us: and it has been his frequent practice, when 
he could not withdraw the people f God trom 
> | the profeſſion of the truth by the but of world- 
| ly adventage, to raiſe a flood of periecution a- 
J gainſt them, by that meaus to extirpate them, 
if it were poſſible, out of the earth; of which 4 
no people in Europe have, in this age, had 8 
more fatal experience than the poor protsſtants 
in France, who have been ſo barbarouſiy uſed 
by the blood-thirſty papiſts there, that a true 
account of then tufterings will appear to the 
next age rather like romantic fictions, than, as 
— | -andceed they are, realities. and there are two 
things iu it that appear alike admirable ; and 
they are, the barbarous rage and cruelty of 
the perſecutors, aud tie invincible courage and 
conſtancy of the poor iuticrers 3 who are 10 
mightily ſupported by divine grace, that they 
8 ROE 


(206+) + 
not only triumph over all their tortures, but 
ſuffer joyfully the lofs of all, as knowing that 
they have in heaven a better and more endu- 
ring ſubſtance : But I will recite briefly ſme 
inſtances of their ſufferings. 

Some they condemn to the gallies, where 
they are coupled commonly with the vileſt 
miſcreants condemned thither for the moſt fla- 
gitious crimes, whoſe feartul oaths and execra- | 
tions are continually wounding their pious -|} - 
ears: there are generally five of them placed 
upon every form, fettzred with a heavy chain 
of about ten or twelve feet long: they ſhave 
their heads from time, to ſhew they are ſlaves, 
and are not allowed to wear their hats or peri- 
Wigs: they have only beans, and nothing elſe 
for their food, with about fourteen ounces of 
coarie bread aday, and no wine at all. They 
are devoured in winter by lice, and in ſummer 
by bugs and fleas; and forced to lie upon 
one another as hogs in a ſty; and every day 
threatened and tormented by friars and prieſts, 
who not being able to conviace them by rea- © 
fon, think to do it by ſeverity. 

Some are put in priton, and kept in naſty 
dungeons and holes, tull of mir- and dirt, with« 
out any bed, or ſo nuch as raw to he upon, 
and not ſuffered to have the leaſt glimmering 
of the lun, or the ligut ot a candle; ; and al- 
lowed 
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lowed ſo ſmall a quantity of victuals as is hard- 
ly ſufficient to keep them alive. In this miſe 
rable caſe, without any to pity them, ſome 
have been kept above a year together. One 
of them being vilited after twelve months im- 
priſon ment in this manner, by one cilled 2 
a director of conſcience, juſt as they were go- 
ing to bring him his ſmall allowance, he could 


not torbear crying out, as foon as he ſaw hin, 


Lord ! in what a condition are you, Sir? To 


which the poor ſufferer rephed, with a Chrif- 


tian fortitude, worthy of the cauſe he ſuffered 
tor, © Could you but ſee the ſecret pleaſure 
my heart experiences, you would think me 
too happy.'”* The prieſt told him, The great- 
eſt ſuflerings did not entitle to the glory of 
martyrdom, unleſs he ſuffered for truth and 


juſtice. To this the poor priſoner replied, he 
granted it; but that was his caſe ; the Holy 
| Ghoſt ſo ſealed it to his heart, that the very 


thoughts thereof ſupported him in the midſt 


of all aſſlictions: This perſon has, thro' God's 


providence, been fince delivered; and has de- 
Jared, That the conſolations that God, out of 
his infinite love afforded to him, were ſo great, 
that he little regarded the miſeries he was re- 
duced to, though he continued in that lamen- 
table condition about two and twenty months, 
without changing his cloaths, till his beard 
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| (1808) 
was grown as long as the hgir of his head, and 
his face as pale as a plaiſtered wall; he decla- 
red alſo, that when he was delivered, the num 


ber of thoſe chained to the gallies for the ſake 


of religion, was about three hundred and ſe- 


with an unparalleled courage and conſtancy. 


venty, who glorified God in their ſufferings | 
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